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the river, the land, the people June 2021

Motueka Catchment Collective 

Motueka Catchment is a vast catchment. 1750km2 in size 
with 16 smaller rivers - subcatchments –flowing into the 
Motueka river and contributing to its health on its journey 
from the headwaters of the Motupiko and out to sea at 
Ruiwaka. The catchment gives water to the many farms 
and orchards, is pumped for stock and human 
consumption, and enjoyed by many for recreation. 
Motueka town, including small private bores, take water 
from the large aquifer under the town which is fed by the 
Motueka River.  

Like the river and its many tributaries, the idea of a whole 
Motueka Catchment Collective  has been bubbling along 
gathering interest from catchment landowners since a first 
meeting in November last year initiated by concerned 
landowners in Tapawera area. It has been decided by the 
group that the upper Motueka Catchment extends from 
Motupiko to Ruiwaka. It is hoped that the coastal/
estuarine community will get involved as well. The 
collective’s purpose is: ’To weave the communities in the 
Motueka catchment together around ensuring the 
wellbeing of the freshwater system and our collective 
environment.’  

Freshwater monitoring training is being done by 
landowners at various sites in the catchment using the 
SCHMACK kit. Bi-monthly talks have been held at the 
Shedwood Hall in Tapawera covering different issues and 
have been well-attended mostly by upper Motueka 
catchment residents. In February, Joseph Thomas Senior 
Resource Scientist at TDC spoke on the hydrology of the 
Motueka river especially the section from Kohatu to 
Wangapeka confluence. 

April’s talk was ‘Forestry In the Catchment’ with three 
speakers: Heather Arnold, Environmental manager with 
OneFortyOne (Nelson Forests) , spoke of the 
environmental management of their 80,000ha of mostly 
Pinus Radiata in the Nelson, Marlborough and Tasman 
regions; Sam Nuske, Nelson Branch Manager PF Olsen, 
gave a forest management perspective on farming and 
forestry, and the opportunities for farm owners in terms of 
planting trees for carbon sequestration and pricing; and 
Ben Doherty from Te Uru Rakau [link]spoke of the One 
Billion Trees programme which had funded landowners 
to plant trees on an average of 25 ha of land but is now 
closed, and their current research and trial of durable and 
fast-growing eucalyptus species in Marlborough.  

Looking ahead, the upper Motueka catchment group are 
organising a meeting with Andrew Fenemor who worked 
on the Integrated Catchment Management for Motueka 
River. This was an 11 year research programme which 
started in July 2000 and was completed September 2011  

This month, Sky Davies of Tasman Environmental Trust 
and Annette Litherland from NZ Landcare Trust will be 
hosting a meeting for landowners and community groups 
in the Ngātimoti area  to determine who are interested in 
get t ing involved in the Motueka Catchment 
Collective. They will be talking about some of the 
projects already happening in our catchment and what our 
neighbours in the Moutere catchment are doing. They’d 
love to hear what types of activities landowners and other 
groups are interested in being part of. This could include 
things like native forest restoration, riparian planting, 
protecting our precious bush remnants, wetland 
protection or construction, and other land management 
actions such as Farm Environment Plans.   

Thursday 24th June, 730pm, Ngatimoti 
Community Room . All welcome. 

Fiona Nelson 

Reporter 

NEXT MVA MEETING 
Wednesday 9 June, 7pm 

Ngatimoti Community Rooms

ALL WELCOME!

Come and join us!

https://icm.landcareresearch.co.nz/
https://icm.landcareresearch.co.nz/




Healthy Catchment Actions 

Last month, the upper Motueka Catchment group held a 
meeting at Tapawera school with Kati Doehring – a 
freshwater ecologist at Cawthron Institute who is 
involved in the development of a National Register of 
Land Management Actions. The idea of having a register 
is to record and measure the efforts that have been made 
by landowners to improve water quality within each rural 
catchment with fencing, planting, sediment and pest 
control. This will enable links to be made between those 
actions and the water quality outcomes to see what 
works best.  

The register will record actions using a set of measures 
such as percentage of wetlands fenced, grazing practices 
implemented, number of sediment traps in place and 
number of trees planted. It will be a free online tool 
available on the Land Air Water Aotearoa (LAWA) 
website [link]. Each catchment’s data of land 
management actions can then be compared with the 
existing (and updated) water quality data for that 
catchment . There are over 1400 river water quality 
monitoring sites around the country.  

Four catchments have been chosen to pilot the project, 
two on the North Island and two on the South Island, one 
of which is the Motueka catchment. 

“The reasons for choosing the Motueka catchment is 
were that it has a range of diverse land users within the 
catchment as we wanted to get a really good 
representation from primary industries. We also already 
have had really goodstrong connections to the people 
through the Integrated Catchment Management (ICM) 
Programme which ran over a decade in the early 
2000’s.. And for the Cawthron Institute, it is a local 
catchment. Also we needed a mainly rural catchment 
which is also a LAWA monitoring site.” Doehring said. 

Importantly, the register will be voluntary and will 
present information only at a catchment scale, 
recognising the confidentiality and privacy of individual 
property owners. This was a concern raised by 
landowners at the meeting.  

Already, NZ Landcare Trust and Tasman Environmental 
Trust funded projects, such as in the Moutere and 
Waimea Catchments, are being recorded as part of their 

own reporting criteria, and this data can be stored and 
used for further purposes in the Nnational Rregister. 
Various farmers and landowners at the meeting were 
willing to participate in the research to help refine the 
register and make it user-friendly for landowners. 

As stated on their website, the register: 

’…is structured to build on and combine existing 
recording initiatives by farmers, growers, iwi and hapu, 
primary sector bodies, community groups and councils, 
including actions implemented through farm environment 
plans (FEP)’. 

The next step is to go back to the various stakeholders 
and catchment care groups to see what they think of the 
register’s design and whether anything crucial has been 
missed. Doehring stressed the importance of: 

 “…sharing our stories about the work we have done to 
protect our river catchments, stories of the good that 
rural communities have already done”. 

For the next research phase, Doehring is looking to form 
a focus group of 10 farmers and landowners. Any farmers 
or landowners who would like to participate in a focus 
group can contact Doehring on 021 269 4201 or email 
Kati.Doehring@cawthron.org.nz 

Fiona Nelson 

Reporter 

Motueka Valley Association
Meetings every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 8pm (7.30pm in 
winter) in the Ngatimoti Community Rooms. 
Everyone welcome!


For community concerns email the MVA at info@mva.org.nz or 
contact any of the following committee members:


Peter Laufkotter	 	 526 8554


Fiona Nelson	 	 020 4160 1968


Joel Briffault 021 0784 7245

 Fay Knight 022 320 0449

local halls/facilities

Ngatimoti Memorial Hall


• Bex Douglas • 021 173 1279 • 
ngatimoti.hall@gmail.com


Ngatimoti Community Rooms • Sarah 
Bradshaw • 526 8026


Pokororo Hall • Sylvia Arnold • 526 8282


Woodstock Hall • Kerry Hall • 543 3884


mailto:info@mva.org.nz
https://ourlandandwater.nz/incentives-for-change/national-register-of-actions
https://ourlandandwater.nz/incentives-for-change/national-register-of-actions
https://www.lawa.org.nz/explore-data/tasman-region/river-quality/motueka-river/
mailto:Kati.Doehring@cawthron.org.nz


MIDWINTER COMMUNITY

Friday 25 June, 6.30pm
Ngatimoti Memorial Hall

Join us at 6.30pm.
Soup will be simmering.

Sylas’ freshly baked bread.
There’ll be mulled wine and warm 

apple juice.
Bring a dish to share and plates, 

bowls, cups & cutlery.



all advertisements 8.5cm wide 
$2 per cm high

Location of AEDs in Motueka 
Valley

• Woodstock Automotive (Kerry Hall) 

982 Dovedale Road, Woodstock Junction.


• Ngatimoti Community Rooms/Fire Station 
Motueka Valley Highway next to Ngatimoti 
School


• Pokororo Hall 
West Bank Road at corner of Graham Valley 
Road


AED

Automated 
External 

Defibrillator
For rental visit www.alsco.co.nz

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
NGATIMOTI 

Family Service 

Sunday 20th June  
at 10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 
  

Morning tea and social time 
to follow. 

All Welcome 

A Great Big Thank You

On behalf of the Motueka Valley Defibrillator Group 
(MVDG) I would like to thank the individuals and 
community organizations that have generously 
contributed to the fund.

We have had some very generous contributors:   The 
Lindsay-Davies family who contributed $250 from the 
proceeds of the wonderful waterslide they have opened to 
the public; Ngatimoti Parent Group, $300 from proceeds 
of the Ngatimoti Festival; Ngatimoti Rural Fire Force, 
$1,840 to purchase an AED trainer; and two community 
members who choose to remain anonymous $225 annual 
donation to sponsor the AED at the Ngatimoti Community 
Rooms and a $100 annual commitment to support 
upkeep of the equipment.

The AEDs are in good operating condition and with the 
donation from the Ngatimoti Rural Fire Force we have 
purchased a trainer AED that will be used by the fire 
service to conduct CPR / AED training sessions 
throughout the year and our goal will be to hold public 
training sessions several times a year.   One of the 
missions of the MVDG is to educate our community 
members on how to perform CPR and the use of the 
AED.   This knowledge can save the life of your loved 
ones, your neighbours, or a member of  the public visiting 
our region.

I can't stress enough how valuable it is to have these 3 
AEDs located in our community and without your 
contributions we could not keep them operational.   No 
donation is too big or too small ... any contribution is 
welcome.

The Motueka Valley Defibrillator Group is a registered 
charity (CC50792) and you can make a direct contribution 
to:   NBS acc # 03-1354-0474291-00 or you can contact 
Gloria Anderson, Chairperson, 5268644 or email 
ja.ga.kiwi@gmail.com for more information.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you from the Motueka Valley 
Defibrillator Group, helping to keep our community 
prepared in an emergency.

Gloria Anderson, Chairperson

Thanks Seiji for including this in the June 2021 MVA 
Newsletter.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Kindest regards

Gloria Anderson

mailto:ja.ga.kiwi@gmail.com


Ngatimoti Playgroup is your local Motueka Valley 
community playgroup focused on fun and friendships, for 
kids and parents/caregivers alike. We are a welcoming 
group providing play and socialisation opportunities for 
all preschoolers and their whanau in our community, 
regardless of eventual schooling choice. The sessions 
are free and held weekly during term time on Fridays 
between 9:15 and 12:15, but families are welcome to 
arrive anytime during the session to fit in with naps etc. 
We are based in the Ngatimoti School hall on Greenhill 
road. Bring a plate for shared morning tea and join in the 
fun. We love to see new faces and welcome back old 
friends, so come along or contact Marian for more info 
o n 0 3 5 4 3 3 6 1 3 / 0 2 1 2 4 0 0 4 1 6 o r 
ngatimotiplaygroup@gmail.com.


connect on Facebook:

Motueka Valley Community
A closed group with over 2000 members, who 
are not necessarily living in the valley, but have 
the valley at heart.


Motueka Valley Residents
A private group for people residing in the 

            PART TIME JOINERY FABRICATORPART TIME JOINERY FABRICATOR

Woodland Lifestyle Ltd is an importer and distributor of flooring 
products and is looking for a part-time person to assist us in 

our workshop manufacturing retail display panels.

The hours of work can be flexible or varied to suit the appli-
cant. The role would suit a semi-retired Joinery Fabricator or 

Craftsman.

For more details:                                                                                                                          For more details:                                                                                                                          
Email: hello@woodlandlifestyle.com                                                                                                                                              Email: hello@woodlandlifestyle.com                                                                                                                                              

     Phone: John - 021 228 3341     Phone: John - 021 228 3341

Lavish Gardens 
Maintenance, makeovers, green waste removal.


Grant - 03 526 8035

Billy’s Truck & Digger hire 
• for all earth moving

• house sites

• hole boring 300/450/600mm

• ditch clearing

• re-graveling driveways

• water tank placement 

• gravel supplies


For 25 years experience phone Billy, 021 170 2528.

FOR SALE - PEA STRAW 
Medium Square Bales (3x3x5, 12 bale equiv.): $120 ea 

herbicide & pesticide spray free, one fungicide used 
Pressed Small Bales (same weight as a conventional bale): 

$13 ea 
Call Marian on 03 543 3613 or txt 021 240 0416. 
Pickup in Dovedale or delivery to be negotiated.

         The difference that makes the difference… 

     Camille Nelson  
               Advanced Senior Practitioner and Course Facilitator  

     www.motuekacontactcare.co.nz 
Ph: (03) 526 8223 

021 265 9423 

mailto:ngatimotiplaygroup@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1518385711799640/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164367934658080/


 

IAN'S MOBILE MECHANICAL SERVICES 

All vehicle & equipment servicing & repairs 

We come to you !    35 years’ experience 

Chainsaws & Mowers; Motorbikes &  Cars;  
Quads & Tractors; Trucks & Excavators; Generators 

Mobile:  027 307 0303 
 iansmobilemechanicalservices@gmail.com 



Qualified Arborist
Luka Droppers

022 083 0090

enquiries@thetreeteam.co.nz

www.thetreeteam.co.nz

road control

free quotes

all aspects of tree care

large chipper and leaf blower

hedge trimming

fully insured

Sound Choice Business Care
Bookkeeping & Next Steps

Carla Jehle - Your local bookkeeper

Make time to do what you
love in your business

Effective Systems Setup
Cashbooks • GST • PAYE • Financial Reporting

Payroll and Accounting Software Training

Mobile 021 124 2050
carla.jehle@soundchoice.nz

Early Childhood Education Centre

12 Queen Victoria Street Motueka, 528 8700. 
www.naturekids.co.nz    naturekidsmotueka@gmail.com

Free hours for 2 to 5 year olds
24 hrs for 3-5 years

2 mornings for 2 year olds
Conditions apply

55 Collingwood Street, Nelson

Motueka Valley Open Mic
Come and check out our awesome valley’s local 
musicians, storytellers, comedians and diverse 

folk for a night of whatever goes on the mic. 
All are welcome to par<cipate 

or just come and enjoy. 
The 2nd Thursday of every month, 7.30pm 

Proudly supported by Nga<mo< Hall 
CommiBee and the MVA. 
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