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NEXT MVA MEETING 
Wednesday 11 July, 7.30pm 

Ngatimoti Community Rooms

All welcome!

Join us at 6.30pm; soup will be simmering, Sylas’ freshly baked bread, 
there’ll be mulled wine and warm apple juice. Bring the following: 
- your family :-) 
- a dish to share 
- plates, bowls, cups & cutlery ~ it’s kind of a winter-picnic!

Once again, the MVA committee has organised the 
yearly midwinter potluck. Going by the numbers from 
the last few years, this event is much appreciated by 
the wider Motueka Valley community.

Last year an estimated 100 people came to socialise at the annual midwinter community potluck.       -photo supplied by Ed Stevens



Letter to the editor
In response to Chris Tait’s article, “The freedom to 
camp” which appeared in the June edition of the MVA 
Newsletter. 

Whilst I applaud the positive tone of Chris’s piece a couple 
of ‘qualifications’ seem necessary to provide balance. 

Tourism, of which ‘freedom camping’ may, or may not, be a 
part, is unquestionably important to the local economy. It is 
however worth noting that: some things which ‘contribute to 
the local economy’ are of little or no benefit to the local 
community. And, where there are discernible benefits, they 
are not necessarily distributed equally or in proportion to 
costs. I have yet to see convincing evidence that the majority 
of ratepayers derive any material benefit from the presence 
of freedom campers. They do however share the burden of 
costs. Both in terms of environmental degradation and the 
financial costs of servicing and/or cleaning up. 

Secondly: It’s not surprising that local people are using the 
roadside rubbish dump/collection point near the Alexander 

NGATIMOTI SCHOOL NEWS:  July 2018 

As Term 2 draws to a close we reflect on a busy 
term of winter sports and achievements at 
school.  Students have immersed themselves in 
learning about inspiring New Zealanders, 
including class visits to Hort Research, Abel 
Tasman Sea Shuttles and Coppins Sea Anchors.  
As well, our science and technology learning has 
been based around the properties of harakeke.  
For one class this has resulted in the making of 
swings to test the strength of fibres.   

In Term 3, our plans include dance lessons with 
Dean, drama lessons with Damara and a special 
focus on “Changes”, which will incorporate 
learning more about the history of our school and 
our Ngatimoti district. 
Ngatimoti School was officially opened on 17 
August 1868, at a site on Waiwhero Road close 
to St. James Church Our plan to celebrate our 
150th year of schooling at Ngatimoti is: 
Saturday 20 October   
10:30am - Bus tour with Ed Stevens (LIMITED NUMBERS, PRIOR REGISTRATION ESSENTIAL)  
1pm - All welcome at Ngatimoti School for a walk around and to see a display of photos in Room 5 
2pm - Official Welcome, cutting of the cake and afternoon tea in the School Library 
Sunday 21 October: 10am - 4pm On Sunday 21 October the celebrations continue with our annual Ngatimoti Festival on the 
school grounds and neighbouring reserve; 10am-4pm rain or shine, gold coin entry.  
If you have any stories, photos or other contributions for our memorial booklet and/or celebrations, please send them 
through to Ngatimoti School office@ngatimoti.school.nz  

  

  

2018 TERM DATES 

TERM 2: Mon 30 April – Fri 6 July 
TERM 3: Mon 23 July – Fri 28 September 
TERM 4: Mon 15 October – Thu 20 Dec

Down memory lane we found this class photo from 2006. We know a few of 
you will recognise these little cuties who are all now turning 18 years old!

Bluff bridge. They are, after all, paying for it. Is it reason-
able to expect people to pay for a facility they are prohibited 
from using? 

Finally, I absolutely agree with the sentiment that we should 
welcome and care for our visitors. However, two points: 
There is, I believe, a reciprocal obligation on visitors not to 
become an undue burden on their hosts and to act responsi-
bly and with respect. And secondly, I think it is hard to argue 
that the facilities offered at the Alexander Bluff bridge 
‘campsite’ show either care or welcome. Squalid and remi-
niscent of a refugee camp seem more accurate/appropriate 
descriptions. 

I firmly believe that freedom campers can, and in most cases 
do, add to the vibrancy of our community and I certainly do 
not want to see freedom camping banned. That said, I be-
lieve that we urgently need a meaningful review of our ap-
proach to freedom camping. Present arrangements and facil-
ities seem, at best, barely adequate and, in the worst exam-
ples, are little short of deplorable. The Alexander Bluff 
camp, especially when wet, as it appears to be much of the 
time, falls firmly into the latter category. 

I think it’s time that we (all of us with a care or an interest) 
cleaned up our act. 

-Yours respectfully, Pat Shortley



Motueka Valley Business Profile 
Epona ConTact C.A.R.E. Equine 
Centre
Camille Nelson brings over 25 years of experience in and 
around the horse industry to her work as a ConTact C.A.R.E. 
practitioner. She divides her time between working with 
horses and riders to enhance performance and relieve injury 
pressures, and working with people at the ConTact C.A.R.E 
clinic in Motueka, where she works to effectively relieve 
pain, stress and tension in the body that may be caused by 
impact injury pressures. 
ConTact C.A.R.E. and the Flinchlock Release method was 
founded in Ngatea by Dale Speedy. Dale brought a combina-
tion of his skills and knowledge as a 6th dan Blackbelt Kiai-
do-Ryu and 4th generation New Zealand farmer to develop 
this unique modality. ConTact C.A.R.E. is based on practical 
observations of animals and how an injured animal will 
compensate for an injury pressure. A practitioner of the 
ConTact C.A.R.E. discipline learns to locate and release the 
hidden causes of what is being felt by the client. Dale want-
ed to remove any chance of “mind over matter” so he devel-
oped his theory on cows, horses and dogs for their purely 
reactive natures, then watched as sustained injuries unrav-
elled and resolved. 
Camille’s pathway into this field came through her observa-
tions of the effectiveness of treatments with her horses at the 
riding school she previously ran at her property on Wai-
whero Road, Hooves in Motion. The school emphasised 
good horsemanship and the formation of a true relationship 
between horse and rider. When one of the horses started re-
fusing to do the work, Camille looked to what was the cause 
and employed the services of Scott Baker, a ConTact 
C.A.R.E. practitioner in the area. After witnessing the excel-
lent results using ConTact C.A.R.E. with her horses, Camille 
decided to do an Equine Foundation Course being held lo-
cally. This lead to Camille becoming passionate about Con-
Tact C.A.R.E. and the parallels it drew with her own teach-
ings of horsemanship. Camille is now a Senior Advanced 
Practitioner and the Equine Coordinator for ConTact 
C.A.R.E. She enjoys working with horses and humans to 

Camille with a happy horse.

help free them from their injury pressures, and is always 
amazed at the results obtained. 
Camille offered to show me the type of treatment a client 
might experience. I willingly offered up an old injury to my 
thumb which had been aggravated by my latest sewing ob-
session. While necessarily brief, the treatment assured me 
that it is non-intrusive and gentle, and that the techniques are 
safe and effective. 
Further details about Camille and her business can be found 
at www.epona.co.nz, while more information about ConTact 
C.A.R.E. and the Flinchlock Release method can be found at 
www.contactcare.co.nz 
Camille is joined by another ConTact C.A.R.E. practitioner, 
Rita Miller, at the Motueka clinic at 96 High Street, which 
includes ‘The Little Shop’, a retail outlet full of wholesome 
gifts made with love and passion from the local area. 
Camille’s contacts: 021 265 9423 & info@epona.co.nz 

-interview by Chris Tait, reporter

Letter to the editor
I would like to share the following email I sent to Richard 
Kempthorne, mayor of TDC, on 30 June. 
There is a real problem in the Motueka Valley, while we 
have these cold frosty conditions, with the frequency and 
timing of the application of grit on our roads. 
With a new road maintenance contractor we no longer have 
preventative grit applications based on frost risk. Instead 
locals in the historically known high risk areas have to now 
ring council and request grit to be applied, and then ring 
again when grit needs to be reapplied, usually after another 
vehicle has gone through their fence or over a bank close to 
their homes. 
Twice recently Ngatimoti FENZ volunteers have attended 
motor vehicle accidents where the lack of grit has been a 
significant factor. It can be a very long wait in very cold 

conditions keeping these sites safe, while we wait for the grit 
truck to travel from Richmond/Nelson to remedy the prob-
lem. There have been numerous other unreported non-injury 
accidents due to black ice locally in recent weeks. 
I accept that not driving to the conditions may be a con-
tributing factor, but I wonder why the new road maintenance 
contractor does not take a more preventative approach to 
keeping our roads safe when consecutive and compounding 
frosts are known to be occurring and forecast to continue. 
Our community deserves a better standard of service when 
lives and property are at risk. 
Your personal intervention to help return to a more proactive 
approach and prevent the current reactive process continuing 
would be greatly appreciated. 

-Kind regards, Gavin O'Donnell

https://www.epona.co.nz/
http://www.contactcare.co.nz
mailto:camille@epona.net.nz
https://www.epona.co.nz/
http://www.contactcare.co.nz
mailto:camille@epona.net.nz


MVA Committee update
From the June MVA meeting: 
‣  Update about Motueka Valley Sign; discussion about in-
volving iwi; to be followed up. 
‣ Preparation for upcoming midwinter community potluck; 

tasks were divided. 
‣ A concerned community member raised the subject of 

vehicle access to Pokororo Swing Bridge; MVA will ask 
TDC for an update. 

‣ Discussion about MVA’s position in paying the ongoing 
cost for replacement batteries of the defibrillators in the 
valley.

Update from the Motueka Valley 
Defibrillator Group
A reminder to all Motueka Valley residents. We currently 
have three AED’s located in the Motueka Valley. They are 
outside for easy access. There is one at the Rural Communi-
ty Rooms (Ngatimoti Rural Fire Station), next to the en-
trance to the Community Room. An AED sign is posted on 
the roadside of the Fire Station/Community Rooms. The 
second one is located at a private residence/business of Ker-
ry and Paula Hall, 1982 Dovedale Road, Woodstock. You 
will find the AED in a white box mounted to a shed wall at 
the end of the driveway at their property. It has red paint 
surrounding the box. There is an AED sign on the fence at 
the front of the property. The third AED is located on the 
West Bank at the Pokororo Hall. It is in a yellow box that is 
locked and has a “breakable red box” with a key in it to ac-
cess the AED. There is an AED sign on the side of the Hall. 
In order to retrieve the AEDs from the first two boxes 
(Community Rooms & Kerry Hall property) you need to 
pull open the latch that is secured with a plastic ziptie, an 
alarm will sound but don’t worry about that. It will reset 
itself. Your main concern is to get the AED to the person in 
need as soon as possible while an ambulance crew is on their 
way. The third AED at the Pokororo Hall has a different type 
of box. You need to break the glass in the red box with the 
key in it to unlock the yellow box holding the AED. An 
alarm should sound but again if it does don’t worry about it 
as it should reset itself. 
We recommend you all become familiar with these locations 
in case you need it in an emergency. Remember your first 
action is to dial 111. The Motueka Valley Defibrillator 
Group are currently undertaking a fundraising campaign in 
order to raise the funds necessary to maintain the 3 AEDs we 
have. This is an ongoing process. Keep a lookout in your 
mailbox for a flyer we are distributing for our fundraising 
campaign. On the opposite side of the fundraising flyer there 
will be a list of available volunteer community members 
who will assist you with the AED and CPR if you need as-
sistance before the ambulance arrives. Please refer to that 
list if you are alone and cannot go and retrieve the AED. Do 
not leave the patient alone. 
We plan on having a CPR refresher course for Motueka Val-
ley residents in the Spring. Notification will be posted in the 
MVA newsletter for interested community members. 
The Motueka Valley Defibrillator Group is a registered not-
for-profit charity (CC50792) which has been formed to 
maintain the existing AEDs. The emergency equipment 
needs to be checked, batteries replaced and contact pads 
replaced at regular intervals or they will not be viable in an 
emergency. Contributions to the fund are always welcome. 
You can contact me at 03 526 8644 or 021 179 7005 for in-
formation on how you can make a contribution. 
Aside from the many anonymous donations from communi-
ty members I would like to acknowledge some of our larger 
donors: Pokororo Women’s Club, Tasman District Council, 
Motueka Valley Association, and the Ngatimoti Parent 
Group. Without these generous donations we would not have 

been able to purchase our 3 defibrilla-
tors and maintain them in working or-
der! Thank you to all who have reached 
into their pockets in the past and are 
willing to continue donating to the up-
keep of this life saving equipment. 

-Gloria Anderson, Chairperson, 
Motueka Valley Defibrillator Group

Access to the Pokororo swing bridge
As you may know, the Pokororo swing bridge that was first 
constructed in 1894, is accessed from the Motueka Valley 
Highway by a lane that goes through Heath's blueberry farm. 
Heath's blueberry farm has recently been sold to Steve Mal-
colm. 
The new owner is negotiating with the TDC to limit access 
to the bridge to pedestrians and cyclists with room to park 
vehicles being provided at the Motueka Valley Highway 
entrance to the property. The reason given for limiting ac-
cess is that the development of the property will involve 
machinery crossing the lane reasonably frequently. 
The intention is to create an easement from the Highway to 
the bridge that will establish the right of access to the bridge. 

-Bruce Dyer

Pokororo swing bridge



Motueka Valley Association
Meetings every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 8pm 
(7.30pm in winter) in the Ngatimoti Community Rooms. 
Everyone welcome!

For community concerns email the MVA at info@mva.org.nz 
or contact any of the following committee members:
Bruce Dyer 526 8288
Irma Jager 526 8080
Fran Deech 021 0226 0191
Joanna Santa-Barbara 022 459 0650
Greg Mason 526 8112
Chris Tait 027 315 7815

local halls/facilities
Ngatimoti Memorial Hall • Sarah Douglas • text 027 721 3991
Ngatimoti Community Rooms • Sarah Bradshaw • 526 8026
Pokororo Hall • Sylvia Arnold • 526 8282
Woodstock Hall • Kerry Hall • 543 3884

about your newsletter
• delivered on the 1st Thursday of the month to 500 homes in 

the Motueka Valley from February to December
• send stories, photos & ads by the 20th of the month to the 

editor, Jan-Albert Droppers: newsletter@mva.org.nz
• advertising rate: $2.00 per column cm
• online newsletter + archives: www.mva.org.nz

Facebook: Motueka Valley Community
This is a closed group with over 600 members supporting the 
exchange of goods, services and information within the valley. 
It can also serve as a place for connection during calamities.

www.mva.org.nz

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
NGATIMOTI 

Sunday 1st July - 12.30pm 
Shared lunch followed by Worship starting at 2pm 

led by Richard & Sue Cheeseman 
Family Service 

Sunday 15th June - 10.30am 
Conducted by Cannon David Moynan 

Children’s Sunday School 
Morning tea and social time to follow 

All Welcome

WANTED 
Spray-Free Straw 

Will buy spoilt straw (any kind).

Interested in spray free clover.

Mulch needed; leaf litter, wood 

chips, organic by-products.

Can buy large quantities!


Contact Brooke 
03 522 4939

“affordable housing is a human right” 
Forum to discuss housing and homelessness


2–4.30pm, Sunday 22nd July, 2035 Motueka Valley Highway

Promoted by PROUT Aotearoa.


For more info contact Bruce Dyer 021 0272 8008

mailto:info@mva.org.nz
mailto:newsletter@mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1518385711799640/
http://www.mva.org.nz
mailto:info@mva.org.nz
mailto:newsletter@mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1518385711799640/
http://www.mva.org.nz


FOR SALE - PEA STRAW 
Conventional Bales: $13 ea 

Medium Square Bales (13 Bale Equivalents): $110 ea 

Call Marian on 03 543 3613 or txt 021 240 0416. 
Pickup in Dovedale or delivery to be negotiated.

         The difference that makes the difference… 

     Camille Nelson  
               Advanced Senior Practitioner and Course Facilitator  

     www.motuekacontactcare.co.nz 
Ph: (03) 526 8223 

021 265 9423 

MUSICAL BEGINNINGS 
Quality Music and Movement for Children


and their Carers

Ngatimoti Community Rooms


Tuesdays 11am

Anne: 021 121 3389

Ngatimoti Playgroup is your local Motueka Valley 
community playgroup focused on fun and friendships, for 
kids and parents/caregivers alike. We are a welcoming 
group providing play and socialisation opportunities for 
all preschoolers and their whanau in our community, re-
gardless of eventual schooling choice. The sessions are 
free and held weekly during term time on Fridays be-
tween 9:15 and 12:15, but families are welcome to arrive 
anytime during the session to fit in with naps etc. We are 
based in the Ngatimoti School hall on Greenhill road. 
Bring a plate for shared morning tea and join in the fun. 
We love to see new faces and welcome back old friends, 
so come along, or call/text Phoebe Quinlivan for more 
information 021 211 6730.


QUIZ NIGHT - Friday 20 July
@ DUNBAR ESTATES CELLAR DOOR & CAFE

Quiz Night every 3rd Friday of the month starting
promptly at 7pm. Max. 6 per team @ $2pp.

Individuals can join a team on the night. Please book your 
table ASAP as numbers are limited. Bar & kitchen open.

Ph 03 526 8598 or dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz.
WINTER opening hours Wed/Thu 9-3pm; Fri 9-7pm.

Come and show your support!

With the knowledge and skills gained from a career 
in real estate dating back to 1996, Fay's love of the 
industry is a genuine one. An ability to communicate 
well, combined with a love of all things to do with 
property and renovating, together with a passionate 
knowledge for gardening and landscaping and her 
win-win philosophy, will ensure your real estate 
needs are fully met.

rwmotueka.co.nz
Amber Real Estate Ltd Licensed (REAA 2008)

Thinking real estate, Think Fay Stoker

Fay Stoker
022 359 4195

One-day Flax Weaving Workshop 
Saturday 21st July 2018


Ngatimoti Community Rooms

Email Ali at alibrownweaving@gmail.com to book


See full info at www.alibrown.co.nz/workshops.html

mailto:alibrownweaving@gmail.com
http://www.alibrown.co.nz/workshops.html
mailto:alibrownweaving@gmail.com
http://www.alibrown.co.nz/workshops.html
mailto:dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz
mailto:dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz


Glynn Martyn Painter & Decorator,

available locally, PH 027 236 4971

Early Childhood Education Centre
Accepting enrolments 

www.naturekids.co.nz    (03) 52 88 700

Monday to Friday
8.45 to 3.15

20 ECE hours available to over 3’s



Qualified Arborist
Luka Droppers

022 083 0090

enquiries@thetreeteam.co.nz

www.thetreeteam.co.nz

road control

free quotes

all aspects of tree care

large chipper and leaf blower

hedge trimming

fully insured

Sound Choice Business Care
Bookkeeping & Next Steps

Carla Jehle - Your local bookkeeper

Make time to do what you
love in your business

Effective Systems Setup
Cashbooks • GST • PAYE • Financial Reporting

Payroll and Accounting Software Training

Mobile 021 124 2050
carla.jehle@soundchoice.nz

all advertisements 8.5cm wide 
$2 per cm high


