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the river, the land, the people DECEMBER 2019

NEXT MVA MEETING 
Wednesday 11 December, 8pm 
Ngatimoti Community Rooms

All welcome!

MVA Committee update
From the November MVA meeting: 

Planning for the St James Concert. 
TDC Update: 
• Five new TDC councillors have been elected; committees have been 
re-gigged to enable better integration within the council. 
• Currently undertaking Reserve Management planning for Waimea-
Moutere and will be calling for public input soon. 
• Currently consulting on a draft Responsible Camping Strategy and 
possible reductions in speed limits on District roads, including in the 
valley. 
Update on the future use of a paper road adjoining the Motueka Valley 
Highway, to be used to provide access to the Motueka River.

Obituary
Guruvati Dyer of Vistara passed away on 
Tuesday 12th November. 
She died at home surrounded by family 
after a year-long struggle with motor neu-
ron disease. 
Guruvati served as president of the Pokoro-
ro Women’s Group over a number of years. 
Tributes consistently drew attention to her 
being a lovingly beautiful and warm being, 
full of light. 
Survived by her husband Harideva/Bruce 
and her children Tejas, Amrita, Kamala, 
Jacob and their families. 

-Harideva Dyer

Wonderful mix at St James Church
Last Sunday night the St James Church at Ngatimoti was once again filled 
up with locals from in and around the valley to enjoy music in a very inti-
mate setting. 
It was the 5th time this annual event was organised by the Motueka Valley 
Association and it would not have happened without the organising (and 
musical) skills from long-time valley resident, Bernd Reiter. 
I personally really liked how the evening was laid out. “Men in Accord” 
started off with 20 minutes of barbershop singing, followed by 20 minutes 
of performances by “Avid Opera Singers”. After a short interval this was 
repeated and it provided a wonderful, balanced entertainment for me. 
I found the barbershop singing very heart-warming and inclusive… yes, 
even audience participation was part of it. The repertoire was a mix of tra-
ditional barbershop and musical songs as well as some Christmas carols. 
I don’t think I’ve ever been this close to opera singing and it gave me 
goosebumps on several occasions to be so close to the performers. 
After the concert, supper was provided and appreciated by all. There is 
nothing like spinning a good yarn with locals over a cuppa! 
Much appreciation to Bernd and the MVA for the efforts they’ve put into 
making this happen again. 

-review by Irma Jager



	

	

Motueka Valley  
Open Mic 

Come	and	check	out	our	awesome	valley’s	
local	musicians,	storytellers,	comedians	
and	diverse	folk	for	a	night	of	whatever	

goes	on	the	mic.	
All	are	welcome	to	participate	or	just	

come	and	enjoy.	
The	date	has	changed	to	the	2nd	Thursday	

of	every	month.	
Proudly	supported	by	Ngatimoti	Hall	

Committee	and	the	MVA.	
Koha	Appreciated	

	

NGATIMOTI SCHOOL NEWS  

 
Pool Keys The school swimming pool is OPEN!  Pool keys are for sale from the school office at a cost of $70 ($40 if you 
have a child currently enrolled at Ngatimoti School), with $10 refunded on return of your key – BE QUICK as school 
closes on Friday 20 December.  You may pay by cash or cheque at the office (open 8.30am – 3pm daily) or you may also 

pay directly online to account 03 1354 0359568 00 (please reference swim pool key). There is an agreement to sign before 

you purchase a key so please request one from the office.  The pool is open to the public between the hours of 12 noon - 

6pm during the school holidays and after school, except when swimming lessons are in progress – times and dates for 

these will be displayed at the poolside (not yet confirmed).  Thanks to TDC for their annual subsidy for the running of the 

pool.  Thanks also to Festival funds for enabling us to keep our pool open to the public once again. 

Plans for 2020   We say goodbye to ten Year 8 students who move on to High School at the end of the year – good luck to 

our wonderful RIVER students! We have a significant number of junior students expected to enrol at the beginning of 

2020.  The renovation of two of our classrooms is expected to be completed by Term 2 2020, thank you for keeping clear 

of the build site throughout the summer.    

Ngatimoti School welcomes all students back to school on Tuesday 4 February 2020.   New enrolments welcome. For 
more information about Ngatimoti School please contact Ali Turner, Principal Tel: 03 526 8842. 

office@ngatimoti.school.nz www.ngatimoti.school.nz 
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 Have a safe and happy holiday, from everyone here at school! 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

TERM DATES 2020 

TERM 1: Tues 4 Feb – Thu 9 April 
TERM 2:  Tues 28 April – Fri 3 July 
TERM 3:  Mon 20 July – Fri 25 Sept 
TERM 4: Mon 12 Oct – Fri 18 Dec 

Students will finish this year at school with 

a final assembly at Ngatimoti Memorial Hall 

on Thursday 19 December.  Friday 20 Dec is 

a Teacher Only Day. 
 



FOR SALE - PEA STRAW 
Conventional Bales: $13 ea 

Medium Square Bales (13 Bale Equivalents): $110 ea 
Call Marian on 03 543 3613 or txt 021 240 0416. 
Pickup in Dovedale or delivery to be negotiated.

Motueka Valley Association
Meetings every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 8pm (7.30pm in 
winter) in the Ngatimoti Community Rooms. 
Everyone welcome!


For community concerns email the MVA at info@mva.org.nz or 
contact any of the following committee members:

Greg Mason	 	 526 8112

Peter Laufkotter	 	 526 8554

Fiona Nelson	 	 020 4160 1968


local halls/facilities
Ngatimoti Memorial Hall


• Bex Douglas • 021 173 1279 • ngatimoti.hall@gmail.com

Ngatimoti Community Rooms • Sarah Bradshaw • 526 8026

Pokororo Hall • Sylvia Arnold • 526 8282

Woodstock Hall • Kerry Hall • 543 3884


about your newsletter
• delivered on the 1st Thursday of the month to 500 homes in 

the Motueka Valley from February to December

• send stories, photos & ads by the 20th of the month to the 

editor, Jan-Albert Droppers: newsletter@mva.org.nz

• advertising rate: $2.00 per column cm

• online newsletter + archives: www.mva.org.nz


Facebook: Motueka Valley Community
This is a closed group with over 1300 members supporting the 
exchange of goods, services and information within the valley.

It can also serve as a place for connection during calamities.


www.mva.org.nz

DO THE CHALLENGES YOU FACE 
SOMETIMES SEEM TOO BIG? 

Are you looking for a way forward? 
Contact Katerina Seligman


I have offered a Counselling Service in this region 
for the past 36 years.


I am fully qualified and my approach is dynamic,  
highly effective, safe and 100% confidential.


I work with individuals, couples, children and families,  
on a wide range of issues:


conflict resolution, isolation, depression, addiction, 
trauma, physical health and more.


I also offer a clinical and workplace supervision service.

For an appointment or to find out more

phone 03 528 0194 or 021 159 0263.

WANTED Bee swarms for removal,  
happy to swap for future pot of honey!

Please phone 022 312 6992, Thanks.

Location of AEDs in Motueka Valley 
• Woodstock Automotive (Kerry Hall) 

982 Dovedale Road, Woodstock Junction.

• Ngatimoti Community Rooms/Fire Station 

Motueka Valley Highway next to Ngatimoti School

• Pokororo Hall 

West Bank Road at corner of Graham Valley Road

Motueka Valley Defibrillator Group is a registered charity (CC50792). Do-
nations towards the maintenance of the AEDs can be made to: Motueka 
Valley Defibrillator Group, NBS acc # 03-1354-0474291-00 or contact 
Gloria Anderson, chairperson, on 526 8644 for more information.

AED

Automated 
External 

Defibrillator
For rental visit www.alsco.co.nz

NVC practice group seeking new participants 
(non-violent/compassionate communication) 

meeting Wednesdays, 7-9pm, West Bank Rd

Are you keen to hone your communication skills and 
practice speaking with authenticity and from your heart in 
a safe space? Do you avoid conflict, but deep down 
want more connection, yet want more tools to achieve it? 
Practice and reflection can help support this process.


If this sounds like you, get in touch with Annika:

ackorsten@gmail.com or 021 343 260

Lavish Gardens 
Maintenance, makeovers, green waste removal.


Grant - 03 526 8035

Companion/Carer available 
Are you elderly or struggling with tasks around the home?


Would you prefer to stay in your own home?

I am a reliable, trustworthy and responsible local 

valley woman available to assist with household chores, 
odd jobs around house and yard, errands, transport,  
gardening, lawns, companionship, meal preparation, 

safety issues, support or simply just to talk.

Phone: 021 158 8319

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
NGATIMOTI 

Family Service 
Sunday 15th December - 10.30am 
conducted by Rev Neil Bowdler 

Children’s Sunday School 
Morning tea and social time to follow 

All Welcome 
— 

Christmas Carol Service 
Tuesday evening 24th December at 7.30pm 

in the church with the Motueka Brass Band

mailto:info@mva.org.nz
mailto:newsletter@mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1518385711799640/
http://www.mva.org.nz
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         The difference that makes the difference… 

     Camille Nelson  
               Advanced Senior Practitioner and Course Facilitator  

     www.motuekacontactcare.co.nz 
Ph: (03) 526 8223 

021 265 9423 

Ngatimoti Playgroup is your local Motueka Valley 
community playgroup focused on fun and friendships, for 
kids and parents/caregivers alike. We are a welcoming 
group providing play and socialisation opportunities for 
all preschoolers and their whanau in our community, re-
gardless of eventual schooling choice. The sessions are 
free and held weekly during term time on Fridays be-
tween 9:15 and 12:15, but families are welcome to arrive 
anytime during the session to fit in with naps etc. We are 
based in the Ngatimoti School hall on Greenhill road. 
Bring a plate for shared morning tea and join in the fun. 
We love to see new faces and welcome back old friends, 
so come along or contact Marian for more info on 03 543 
3613 / 021 2400 416 or ngatimotiplaygroup@gmail.com.


Chooks for sale 
Hylines, regular batches. Heritage breeds in season.


John McFadgen - Ph 021 234 4990

DUNBAR ESTATES CELLAR DOOR & CAFÉ
1469 Motueka Valley Highway, Ngatimoti

OPEN Wednesday to Sunday 
10am-4pm to May 2020.
Otherwise see website or
enquire by email.

03 526 8598 / 027 500 8400
dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz

Our Pinot Noir has just won
a silver medal at the AirNZ 
awards! Come and enjoy the 
wines with our summer fare.

Have you heard about the happy coffee sweeping 
the nation? If you want to know more about this amazing 
product or the other nutritional supplements available or 
you're looking for a home business then get in touch with 
one of us.


• Maureen Urwin 021 163 0635  
mooshappycoffee@gmail.com - FB: Mouxsie Moux


• Ian or Tracey Ferne 027 528 4563  
itferne@gmail.com - FB: Tracey Ferne

Excalibre Real Estate Richmond Ltd, Licensed (REAA 2008)

Thinking real estate, Think Fay Stoker
Ensuring your real estate needs will be fully met 

fay.stoker@raywhite.com    022 359 4195
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QUALIFIED 
BUILDER 

 



Qualified Arborist
Luka Droppers

022 083 0090

enquiries@thetreeteam.co.nz

www.thetreeteam.co.nz

road control

free quotes

all aspects of tree care

large chipper and leaf blower

hedge trimming

fully insured

Sound Choice Business Care
Bookkeeping & Next Steps

Carla Jehle - Your local bookkeeper

Make time to do what you
love in your business

Effective Systems Setup
&DVKERRNV���*67���3$<(���)LQDQFLDO�5HSRUWLQJ
3D\UROO�DQG�$FFRXQWLQJ�6RIWZDUH�7UDLQLQJ

Mobile 021 124 2050
carla.jehle@soundchoice.nz

all advertisements 8.5cm wide 
$2 per cm high

Early Childhood Education Centre

12 Queen Victoria Street Motueka, 528 8700. 
www.naturekids.co.nz    naturekidsmotueka@gmail.com

Free hours for 2 to 5 year olds
24 hrs for 3-5 years

2 mornings for 2 year olds
Conditions apply


