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NEXT MVA MEETING 
Wednesday 10 July, 7.30pm  

Ngatimoti Community Rooms

All welcome!

MIDWINTER COMMUNITY

Friday 26 July, 6.30pm
Ngatimoti Hall

Join us at 6.30pm.
Soup will be simmering.

Sylas’ freshly baked bread.
There’ll be mulled wine and warm apple juice.

Bring a dish to share and plates, bowls, cups & cutlery.

Once again, the MVA committee has organised the 
yearly midwinter potluck. Going by the numbers from 
the last few years, this event is much appreciated by the 
wider Motueka Valley community.



MVA Committee update
From the June MVA meeting: 

The possibility of organising an Open Mic Night at Nga-
timoti Hall was discussed. MVA is interested in helping to 
get this funded initially with the expectation that the 
event will become self-funded. A member of the public 
suggested including non-musical items like poetry and 
telling local yarns. 
Notice was received from TDC that Pokororo Bridge 
pedestrian and bicycle access has been granted, but not 
vehicle access. 
TDC sent letter with their position on the application to 
the LG for a Golden Bay Local Board. TDC does not 
support the application; it has concerns that other boards 
will be established in other wards of Tasman on the back 
of this application. For more information visit www.tas-
man.govt.nz and search for ‘golden-bay-local-board’. 
A member of the public raised concern about the abun-
dance of rats and possums in the valley. Cnr Dean Mc-
Namara said that pest work has to be budgeted for and to 
get money this way, takes a long time. It was suggested a 
TDC Pest Management person could be invited to a pub-
lic meeting. 

NGATIMOTI SCHOOL NEWS 

2019 TERM DATES 
TERM 3: Mon 22 July – Fri 27 September 
NGATIMOTI FESTIVAL DAY SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER  
TERM 4: Mon 14 October – Friday 20 December                                        

The story of Rathgar House (previously known as our school hall) 
This building was originally a farmhouse on what was once a farm 
called Rathgar Farm.  Rathgar is a village close to Dublin in 
Ireland.  An Irish widow called Margaret emigrated from Ireland 
to Nelson with her two sons.  On the journey she fell in love and 
went on to have more children.  Sadly, after settling in Nelson, 
her husband died.  She then met Mr McGaveston, the man she 
would spend the rest of her life with.  They had eight children 
together and they farmed in various places around the Motueka 
Valley.  This farm they named Rathgar Farm, after Margaret’s 
home town.  They built this as their house around 1909. 

This building has been used as a school Hall and occasionally as a classroom in previous years.  It belongs to the school 
community and is not maintained by the Ministry of Education.  In 2018 the Board of Trustees decided to upgrade it.  The whole 
building has been earthquake strengthened, insulated, re-piled and a new verandah and deck have been built.   
The Ngatimoti School Student Council are really grateful to everyone who helped give this building a new life.  Special thanks to 
the Board of Trustees and everyone who has worked on the Ngatimoti Festival for a number of years to help pay for the 
renovations.  Thanks also to Mr. Ed Stevens who helped research the history of Rathgar Farm before it was a school and thanks 
to our local signwriter, Mr Peter Laufkotter who is making new signs for the building.  The Student Council have enjoyed being a 
part of this learning journey, finding out local stories and helping with some of the design.  They asked for suggestions for a new 
name.  Mr Guthrie Beatson suggested Rathgar House because of the history.  Written by 2019 Student Council; Max, Chico, Ara, 
Willow, Ada, Sophie, Madi M and Finnian 

In other news from Ngatimoti School, our students have celebrated recent successes in local and interschool Cross Country 
Championships, we have had a focus on astronomy along with our Matariki celebrations, students have enjoyed drama lessons 
with Damara, te reo with River, a show with El Gregoe the magician and all classes have been on environmentally focussed trips 
to Bark Bay.  Our new Board of Trustees have now taken office; congratulations to Andy McFarland, Chops Prouting, Sophie 
Jackson, Heather Reid and Chairperson Andrea Goodman.   

In Term 3 we look forward to learning more about other countries and cultures, technology challenges, Art Week and Pet Day! 

The opening of Rathgar House 7 June 2019 

The topic of road speed in the valley was brought to at-
tention. Those present at the meeting had general consen-
sus that it should be lowered to 80km/h throughout the 
valley. How can we engage residents and encourage them 
to have their say? 
The cycle trail has received funding for construction to 
Tapawera this year. Land owner negotiations in the valley 
are ongoing for this part of the trail.

Location of AEDs in Motueka Valley 
• Woodstock Automotive (Kerry Hall) 

982 Dovedale Road, Woodstock Junction.

• Ngatimoti Community Rooms/Fire Station 

Motueka Valley Highway next to Ngatimoti School

• Pokororo Hall 

West Bank Road at corner of Graham Valley Road

Motueka Valley Defibrillator Group is a registered charity (CC50792). 
Donations towards the maintenance of the AEDs can be made to: Motue-
ka Valley Defibrillator Group, NBS acc # 03-1354-0474291-00 or contact 
Gloria Anderson, chairperson, on 526 8644 for more information.

AED

Automated 
External 

Defibrillator
For rental visit www.alsco.co.nz

http://www.tasman.govt.nz
http://www.tasman.govt.nz
http://www.tasman.govt.nz
http://www.tasman.govt.nz


Motueka Valley Association
Meetings every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 8pm 
(7.30pm in winter) in the Ngatimoti Community Rooms.  
Everyone welcome!

For community concerns email the MVA at info@mva.org.nz 
or contact any of the following committee members:
Irma Jager 526 8080
Peter Laufkotter 526 8554
Greg Mason 526 8112
Chris Tait 027 315 7815

local halls/facilities
Ngatimoti Memorial Hall • Sarah Douglas • text 027 721 3991
Ngatimoti Community Rooms • Sarah Bradshaw • 526 8026
Pokororo Hall • Sylvia Arnold • 526 8282
Woodstock Hall • Kerry Hall • 543 3884

about your newsletter
• delivered on the 1st Thursday of the month to 500 homes in 

the Motueka Valley from February to December
• send stories, photos & ads by the 20th of the month to the 

editor, Jan-Albert Droppers: newsletter@mva.org.nz
• advertising rate: $2.00 per column cm
• online newsletter + archives: www.mva.org.nz

Facebook: Motueka Valley Community
This is a closed group with over 1200 members supporting 
the exchange of goods, services and information within the 
valley. It can also serve as a place for connection during calami-
ties.

www.mva.org.nz

Chooks for sale 
Hylines, regular batches. Heritage breeds in season.


John McFadgen - Ph 021 234 4990

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
NGATIMOTI 

Family Service 
Sunday 21st July - 10.30am 

conducted by Rev. Neil Bowdler or Trindi Walker 
Children’s Sunday School 

Morning tea and social time to follow 
All Welcome

Gardening and property maintenance work 
on Saturdays for student with transportation


to Graham Valley Road. Call 526 8508

DUNBAR ESTATES CELLAR DOOR & CAFÉ
1469 Motueka Valley Highway, Ngatimoti

winter hours from 3 May
OPEN Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday 10am-4pm
(or by special arrangement)

03 526 8598 / 027 500 8400
dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz

Come and savour our
wines and winter fare.
Your support is appreciated.

For sale: purebred Dexter bull

Around 8 years old. Good breeder. $800 ono.


Contact Dan 027 472 9781 for more information.

DO THE CHALLENGES YOU FACE 
SOMETIMES SEEM TOO BIG? 

Are you looking for a way forward? 
Consider contacting:


‘ACTIVE COUNSELLING’ 
Motueka Counselling Service.

Katerina Seligman. m. AANZPA


Fully qualified with 38 years experience,

working with people of all ages (individuals/couples/


families) and a wide range of issues:

Conflict Resolution, Isolation, Depression, Anxiety,


Addiction, Physical health, and more.

Clinical and Workplace Supervision.


For an appointment or to find out more

phone 03 528 0194 or 021 159 0263.

Dovedale School Presents...

 
EARLY BIRD ONLY $95 BEFORE 

JULY 21ST 

   

 
 
 

Register at

 
www.dovedale.school.nz

or visit Dovedale PTA Facebook

Workshops include:

Alpacas, Fencing, Farm Management,

 Pruning & Grafting, Beekeeping,

Animal Health, Calf Rearing, Cheese Making,

Fire Safety for Rural Living, Welding, Purchasing

& Keeping a Pony, Pig Rearing & Nutrition 

& many more...

 

Includes morning tea, 
lunch & afternoon tea 

$120 after 

Need help with housework or gardening? 
Weekly or fortnightly on weekday mornings.


Contact Rebecca in the evenings 03 265 5087.

ALSO… 5.5kg Fisher and Paykel washing machine free 
to a good home - works fine. Call Rebecca as above.

mailto:dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz
mailto:info@mva.org.nz
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FOR SALE - PEA STRAW 
Conventional Bales: $13 ea 

Medium Square Bales (13 Bale Equivalents): $110 ea 
Call Marian on 03 543 3613 or txt 021 240 0416. 
Pickup in Dovedale or delivery to be negotiated.

         The difference that makes the difference… 

     Camille Nelson  
               Advanced Senior Practitioner and Course Facilitator  

     www.motuekacontactcare.co.nz 
Ph: (03) 526 8223 

021 265 9423 

Ngatimoti Playgroup is your local Motueka Valley 
community playgroup focused on fun and friendships, for 
kids and parents/caregivers alike. We are a welcoming 
group providing play and socialisation opportunities for 
all preschoolers and their whanau in our community, re-
gardless of eventual schooling choice. The sessions are 
free and held weekly during term time on Fridays be-
tween 9:15 and 12:15, but families are welcome to arrive 
anytime during the session to fit in with naps etc. We are 
based in the Ngatimoti School hall on Greenhill road. 
Bring a plate for shared morning tea and join in the fun. 
We love to see new faces and welcome back old friends, 
so come along, or call/text Phoebe Quinlivan for more 
information 021 211 6730.


QUALIFIED 
BUILDER 

 
Excalibre Real Estate Richmond Ltd, Licensed (REAA 2008)

Thinking real estate, Think Fay Stoker
Ensuring your real estate needs will be fully met 

fay.stoker@raywhite.com    022 359 4195



Early Childhood Education Centre

12 Queen Victoria Street Motueka, 528 8700. 
www.naturekids.co.nz    naturekidsmotueka@gmail.com

Free hours for 2 to 5 year olds
24 hrs for 3-5 years

2 mornings for 2 year olds
Conditions apply



Qualified Arborist
Luka Droppers

022 083 0090

enquiries@thetreeteam.co.nz

www.thetreeteam.co.nz

road control

free quotes

all aspects of tree care

large chipper and leaf blower

hedge trimming

fully insured

Sound Choice Business Care
Bookkeeping & Next Steps

Carla Jehle - Your local bookkeeper

Make time to do what you
love in your business

Effective Systems Setup
Cashbooks • GST • PAYE • Financial Reporting

Payroll and Accounting Software Training

Mobile 021 124 2050
carla.jehle@soundchoice.nz
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