
Motueka Valley Association Newsletter

the river, the land, the people MARCH 2019

NEXT MVA MEETING 
Wednesday 13 March, 8pm 

Ngatimoti Community Rooms

All welcome!

MVA Committee
update
From the February MVA meeting: 

Macleans Reserve is closed due to fire 
risk. People are ignoring this though and 
still camping there. 
Some locals are concerned about fires 
being used at the site near Alexandra 
Bluff Bridge. There has been an angry 
discussion on the Mot Valley FB page, 
which Irma has had to moderate. The 
discussion has resulted in locals deciding 
to regularly check on things at the site. 
Irma has done this and found it tidy and 
quiet with no signs of fire. Peter has also 
been there and noticed rubbish piled up 
by the full rubbish bin. It is possible that 
TDC are going to close the site due to 
fire risk. At the time of the publication of 
this newsletter the campsite is still up 
and running. 
MVA would like to have a few extra 
committee members, since some have 
left the committee for different reasons. 
A few suggestions were to be followed 
up to make this happen.

Sunday 17 March

3 - 7pm


outside Ngatimoti Community Rooms


byo food & drinks

Due to fire risk the BBQ is being locked up, 

but that might change after rainfall.


Games – petanque, kubb, ultimate frisbee…
you are invited to add to the variety of 
games (e.g. soccer, flying kites, rugby)

A Plea to Drivers on 
our Gravel Roads
Please drive slowly when passing pedestri-
ans, cyclists, 
other traffic and 
nearby houses. 
It is very un-
pleasant (and 
probably un-
healthy) being 
showered with 
a cloud of dust 
from the wake 
of a speeding 
vehicle. 
Thank you to 
drivers who do 
drive consider-
ately – it makes 
a difference. 

-Coralie Grooby
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NGATIMOTI SCHOOL NEWS 

2019 TERM DATES 
TERM 1: THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY – FRI 12 APRIL 

TERM 2: Mon 29 April – Fri 5 July 

TERM 3: Mon 22 July – Fri 27 September 

TERM 4: Mon 14 October – Friday 20 December                                       NGATIMOTI FESTIVAL DAY SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER - 

Essential skills: our junior students have all had daily 
swimming lessons with Catherine in addition to our usual 
swimming lessons for all students within our NZ curriculum. 

We have had a positive start to our school year, with lots of cheerful students happily settling into their new classes.  The 

Senior Class enjoyed a day with Whenua Iti learning Riversafe skills last week, and the whole school has an opportunity to 

experience Waka Ama next week.  

We would like to acknowledge the work of all firefighters recently, and in particular our local crew.  It is reassuring to 

have great support for the school and the wider community so readily available.  Thanks to you, and your families, for 

your work.  

Our Hall is shaping up to be a great space, with the earthquake strengthening work, the new verandah and the deck 

almost complete.  Our local builders, services and trades people have been a good team to work with.  Thanks to past 

Festivals, the school has been able to finance this project.  The Hall will soon be available again after school for 

community use, birthday parties etc!  

Thank you to everyone in our community who has made good use of our school grounds over the summmer. I am happy to 

say that everything has been treated with great respect! Thanks to Ian for continuing to maintain the grounds so well. 

Thanks also to all the neighbours who do their bit by helping with the pool and generally keeping an eye on things! The 

pool has been very popular over the school holidays and will continue to be open for community key holders outside 

school hours during February and March.  Key holders; if you no longer need your pool key, please return it to the school 

office for your $10 refund at any time.  School aims to provide a safe environment and we encourage people to use it. 

Parents, in out-of-school hours, your children are your responsibility. If anyone has a health or safety concern that is to 

do with our school environment, please communicate directly with our Principal, Ali Turner 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Healthy Hive Check in April
All Beekeepers know that caring for bees can be a tricky 
business, and sometimes a little help can go a long way. The 
Nelson Beekeepers Club is running a Healthy Hive Check 
programme that offers beekeepers the chance to have their 
hives inspected and general condition checked. This will be 
free of charge and completed by a team of experienced bee-
keepers. This is open to anyone that has a beehive in the 
Nelson-Tasman Region. 
If you are interested and would like to take advantage of a 
free Healthy Hive Check, two experienced beekeepers will 
make contact and book a time to check your hive. We are 
aiming to check as many hives as possible over one week-
end in April, with a focus on identifying American Foul 
Brood disease or symptoms, varroa infestation and general 
colony condition. It will also be a chance to get rid of old or

unused beekeeping gear which can be a source of disease. 
Interested? All you have to do is go to the Nelson Beekeep-
ers Club website (www.nelsonbeekeepers.org.nz) and follow 
the link to the Healthy Hive Check where beekeepers can 
register their interest. This initiative is run by the Nelson 
Beekeepers Club. 

-Catherine Moisan, Secretary Nelson Beekeepers Club

https://nelsonbeekeepers.org.nz
https://nelsonbeekeepers.org.nz


FOR SALE - PEA STRAW 
Conventional Bales: $13 ea 

Medium Square Bales (13 Bale Equivalents): $110 ea 

Call Marian on 03 543 3613 or txt 021 240 0416. 
Pickup in Dovedale or delivery to be negotiated.

Motueka Valley Association
Meetings every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 8pm 
(7.30pm in winter) in the Ngatimoti Community Rooms. 
Everyone welcome!

For community concerns email the MVA at info@mva.org.nz 
or contact any of the following committee members:
Bruce Dyer 526 8288
Irma Jager 526 8080
Peter Laufkotter 526 8554
Greg Mason 526 8112
Chris Tait 027 315 7815

local halls/facilities
Ngatimoti Memorial Hall • Sarah Douglas • text 027 721 3991
Ngatimoti Community Rooms • Sarah Bradshaw • 526 8026
Pokororo Hall • Sylvia Arnold • 526 8282
Woodstock Hall • Kerry Hall • 543 3884

about your newsletter
• delivered on the 1st Thursday of the month to 500 homes in 

the Motueka Valley from February to December
• send stories, photos & ads by the 20th of the month to the 

editor, Jan-Albert Droppers: newsletter@mva.org.nz
• advertising rate: $2.00 per column cm
• online newsletter + archives: www.mva.org.nz

Facebook: Motueka Valley Community
This is a closed group with over 800 members supporting the 
exchange of goods, services and information within the valley. 
It can also serve as a place for connection during calamities.

www.mva.org.nz

Chooks for sale 
Hylines, regular batches. Heritage breeds in season.


John McFadgen - Ph 021 234 4990

WANTED Bee swarms for removal, 
happy to swap for future pot of honey!

Please phone 022 312 6992, Thanks.

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
NGATIMOTI 

Family Service 
Sunday 17th March - 10.30am 

Conducted by St Stephens Church, Tahunanui 
Children’s Sunday School 

Morning tea and social time to follow 
All Welcome 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday 27th March - 7.30pm 

Sunday School Hall

  

 

Dancing Freedom Meditation 
Let your body dance you. Listen to your inner 
wisdom and let the water music flush out what no 
longer serves. Use the fire music to put energy 
behind a new idea, and ether music to integrate. 

Get grounded, dance, explore & manifest 
Ngatimoti Hall, Wednesday 13th & 27th March 

Door opens 9.15am, circle opens 9.30 – 11.15am 

Cost: first dance free, then $15     

Bring a mat and blanket for comfort 

For more info email   annelie@livingsoil.nz 

 

Next workshops - raising funds for charity 
through Tutoring for Charity Trust: 
• Saturday 30 March - Plant propagation, Meg 

Brown, 9.30am-12.30pm

• Saturday 13 April - 'Growing competent eaters - 

how do I get my child to eat?’, Alison Bruce, 
9.30am-1pm, minimum $20 donation


• Wednesday 17 April - School holidays children's 
art workshop "Create your own mobile for your 
room’, Ariadne Smith, 2-4pm, $25


• Saturday 4 May - 'Create your own piece of 
modern art', Ariadne Smith, 9.30am-3.30pm, $80 
for the day plus a small cost for materials


All of the workshops are in the Ngatimoti Commu-
nity Rooms.

Contact Ali at alibrownweaving@gmail.com or 03 
526 8786 / 021 290 0636 for booking information.

for this size advertisement 

delivered to 500 homes

$10

mailto:info@mva.org.nz
mailto:newsletter@mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1518385711799640/
http://www.mva.org.nz
mailto:alibrownweaving@gmail.com
mailto:info@mva.org.nz
mailto:newsletter@mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1518385711799640/
http://www.mva.org.nz
mailto:alibrownweaving@gmail.com


         The difference that makes the difference… 

     Camille Nelson  
               Advanced Senior Practitioner and Course Facilitator  

     www.motuekacontactcare.co.nz 
Ph: (03) 526 8223 

021 265 9423 

Ngatimoti Playgroup is your local Motueka Valley 
community playgroup focused on fun and friendships, for 
kids and parents/caregivers alike. We are a welcoming 
group providing play and socialisation opportunities for 
all preschoolers and their whanau in our community, re-
gardless of eventual schooling choice. The sessions are 
free and held weekly during term time on Fridays be-
tween 9:15 and 12:15, but families are welcome to arrive 
anytime during the session to fit in with naps etc. We are 
based in the Ngatimoti School hall on Greenhill road. 
Bring a plate for shared morning tea and join in the fun. 
We love to see new faces and welcome back old friends, 
so come along, or call/text Phoebe Quinlivan for more 
information 021 211 6730.


Gardening and property maintenance work 
on Saturdays for student with transportation


to Graham Valley Road. Call 526 8508

QUIZ NIGHT - Friday 15 March
@ DUNBAR ESTATES CELLAR DOOR & CAFE

Quiz Night every 3rd Friday of the month starting
promptly at 7pm. Max. 6 per team @ $2pp.

Individuals can join a team on the night.
Please book your table ASAP as numbers are limited.

Bar & kitchen open - dinner special from 5pm.
Ph 03 526 8598 or dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz.

Come and start the new year with a memorable evening!

mailto:dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz
mailto:dunbarestates@xtra.co.nz


Early Childhood Education Centre

12 Queen Victoria Street Motueka, 528 8700. 
www.naturekids.co.nz    naturekidsmotueka@gmail.com

Free hours for 2 to 5 year olds
24 hrs for 3-5 years

2 mornings for 2 year olds
Conditions apply

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thinking Real Estate? – Think Fay Stoker 
Ensuring your real estate needs will be fully met 
fay.stoker@raywhite.com          022 359 4195 

rwmotueka.co.nz – Amber Real Estate Ltd Licensed (REAA 2008) 



Qualified Arborist
Luka Droppers

022 083 0090

enquiries@thetreeteam.co.nz

www.thetreeteam.co.nz

road control

free quotes

all aspects of tree care

large chipper and leaf blower

hedge trimming

fully insured

Sound Choice Business Care
Bookkeeping & Next Steps

Carla Jehle - Your local bookkeeper

Make time to do what you
love in your business

Effective Systems Setup
Cashbooks • GST • PAYE • Financial Reporting

Payroll and Accounting Software Training

Mobile 021 124 2050
carla.jehle@soundchoice.nz

all advertisements 8.5cm wide 
$2 per cm high


