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A Conversation About Trapping
Thanks to Scott Nichol and Gerald Bruce-Smith 
who came to share their trapping experiences and 
expertise at the Ngatimoti Community room last 
month. A small number of community members 
gathered for an informative and intimate conversa-
tion about the best ways to trap rats, mustelids 
-stoats, weasels, ferrets,  - and possums. Scott and 
Gerald bought along several traps – Department of 
Conversation ‘current agreed best practice models’ 
– DOC150 single set tunnel design and DOC200 
double set tunnel design, as well as an Envirotools 
Flipping Timmy possum trap and a Goodnature 
A24 stoat and rat trap. All DOC traps meet the Na-
tional Animal Welfare Advisory Committee (NAWAC) 
guidelines and are designed to exclude non-target 
species, guide target species and provide public 
safety. 


There was also some discussion about monitoring 
for pest species using a home-made tracking tun-
nel for stoats, weasels and rats with tracking tunnel 
cards.  Scott and Gerald are both passionate trap-
pers and happy to help any landowner with preda-
tor control. Contact Scott 021 541962. 


Further information can be found from Predator 
Free 2050 – Practical Guide To Trapping available 
from the local DOC office in Motueka or online 
www.doc.govt.nz/predator-free-2050. 


       ‘Our vulnerable native taonga – wildlife.


Before the arrival of humans, the only native land 
mammals in New Zealand were three species of 
bats; New Zealand was primarily a land of birds, 
small lizards and invertebrates. Our native species 
evolved without mammalian predators, making 
them especially vulnerable when these animals 
arrived.=


Due to our country’s unique natural history, our 
extinction rates are among the highest in the 
world. This is largely due to the impact of intro-
duced predators, invasive species and loss of 
habitat. 


Our native wildlife need three things: safety from 
predators, suitable habitat and enough geijnetic 
diversity for long-term resilience. Of these, the first 
– safety from predators – needs addressing most 
urgently.’ 	  

Taken from “Predator Free 2050 – Practical Guide 
To Trapping”, p2.


http://www.doc.govt.nz/predator-free-2050


Ngatimoti Playgroup is Back	

Ngatimoti Playgroup started back up recently with a 
special session with Flossie the Balloon Lady.  Flossie 
brought her own unique blend of magic, giant bubbles, 
and face-painting for the children of the Motueka Valley.


Maybe you have a pre-schooler who would love to 
come and join Ngatimoti Playgroup?


Playgroup is well equipped with heaps of toys including 
outside ride-ons, puzzles, building blocks, dress-ups, 
train sets, arts and crafts, and a giant sand pit for end-
less hours of fun for those diggers in the family. You can 
get messy here at playgroup and save it happening at 
home!


Ngatimoti is known for its friendly and open-minded 
community and their doors are always open to those 
who may be new to the area, new to parenting, or those 
just looking to create friendships while their children 
play. Living rurally can have its’ challenges and it is easy 
to feel isolated when you are caring for tamariki at 
home. Playgroup provides a relaxed environment in 
which to meet others in a similar situation. 


Giving your children the opportunity to play is invaluable 
to their wellbeing and cognitive development. Letting 
them explore, solve, imagine, fail, succeed and repeat is 
something we offer without judgement or interference. 
The best way we can prepare our tamariki for the world 
is by giving them opportunities to explore it through 
play. 


Playgroup can also provide an easy transition into 
school life. Becoming familiar with the Ngatimoti School 
grounds, teachers and some of the routines can help 
your child to feel more relaxed about starting their 
school life. The new entrants’ class welcomes Playgroup 
families to join with storytime in their classroom every 
Friday just before lunch, and so little ones can get the 
chance to meet their future teacher and class. 


We know that sometimes it is hard getting out of the 
house when you have babies or toddlers, so drop by at 
a time that suits you. You can chat with other parents 
over a cuppa, as tea and coffee is provided while your 
children get stuck into some play.  


Keep an eye on the Ngatimoti Playgroup Face-

book page as they have some special music, 

movement, and messy play sessions coming up 

this term. So bring some friends and join in the fun!	

Ngatimoti Playgroup operates on Fridays during 

term time between 9.15–12.15 at Rathgar House, 

Ngatimoti School on Greenhill Rd.    

Enquiries to Sophie 021 0220 6977



Wednesday 10 August, 7.30pm

Ngatimoti Community Rooms


All Welcome!

The Next MVA Meeting Is

Sign up to receive this newsletter via email! 
www.mva.org.nz

Do you have local news 
or a valid community 
issue to raise?

Let us know!
newsletter@mvz.org.nz

Connect on Facebook:
Motueka Valley Community

A group with over 2700 members, who are not necessarily living in 
the valley, but have the valley at heart.


Motueka Valley Residents Group
A group for people residing in the Motueka Valley area.

Mid-Winter Po t Luck 

Another warm and wonderf ul Mid-
winter e vening wi th over 70 people 
gather ing to ce lebrate and catch up 
wi th f r iends and ne ighbours . Thanks to 
a l l those who came to he lp wi th se t t ing 
up the ha l l and thanks to a l l who 
s tayed behind to c le an up.

Your local 

Zambuko Marimba Band 

invites you to an 

´Open Practiceµ / µ1RW�4XLWH�D�*LJµ 

Ngatimoti Hall 

Sunday 14th August 2022 

 5.30-7.00 pm 

/ƚ͛Ɛ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ǁĞ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ŐŝŐ�ďƵƚ�ǁĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐŝŶŐ͊�- and we look forward to an 
informal audience attending our practice and having a dance to warm up a winters day, lift your 

spirits and feed your soul with our dancey trancey music from the Shona people of Zimbabwe. 

Come dance away the winter blues!, or just hang out with friends while listening to the unique 
sounds of the marimba 

Free to attend or koha if you feel moved to. 

Contact ʹ 021 148 0161 

http://www.mva.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1518385711799640/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/164367934658080/


Last month our Senior Class was entertained by a past pupil, Ben Brown. Ben is NZ’s first ever 
Reading Ambassador. He entertained us with stories of mischief at school and told us about 
his everyday life as a child growing up in Ngatimoti. He was motivated to read after his father 
“threw a book” at him. That book was Tom Sawyer. It would be interesting to hear from others 
which book clicked them into reading!


Here are some words taken from Ben’s blog … 


Reading for pleasure. Reading for fun. Reading because it makes you think better, feel  
better, know better.   
No carrots. No sticks. Just words. W … O … R … D … S. Humanity owes everything to  words. 
They are our greatest invention. Learning to write and read them is our greatest  innovation. 
Nothing else comes close.  

Also last term the Seniors had a great day out in Motueka with Sport Tasman’s Ride On pro-
gramme, teaching safe cycling skills. Hopefully with the Motueka River leg of the Great Taste 
Trail coming right past school, more of us will be able to ride to school in the future. 


This term our science and social studies learning is based around Homes, Houses, Huts and 
Habitats. We have lots of sports including free tennis lessons for everyone and Winter Sports 
inter-school competitions for Year 4 to 8 students. Pet Day is planned towards the end of the 
term and we will be busy thinking about Festival, which Scarecrows, signs, sorting and sun-
shine will all be a part of the plan! 


If you are able to help us with the Festival in any way, please let us know =) 
 

Nominations for School Board Elections are underway. Nominations close on 3 August. 


PLAYGROUP: Playgroup for all pre-schoolers aged 0 - 6 is not officially a part of Ngatimoti 
School, but the Friday sessions which are held in Rathgar House (the old school hall) are a 
gentle way for children to learn a little about school. The playgroup is also an excellent way for 
parents to meet other parents and for children to have fun in a different setting. Playgroup 
needs kids, so please consider coming along on a Friday morning, anytime from 10 a.m. till 12 
midday. Its free!


Ngatimoti School News 
August 2022



 

Hear magic from your vinyl 
Made in Motueka and sold 
around the world. 

Musical 
       magic 

         The difference that makes the difference… 

     Camille Nelson  
               Advanced Senior Practitioner and Course Facilitator  

     www.motuekacontactcare.co.nz 
Ph: (03) 526 8223 

021 265 9423 

Location of AEDs in Motueka 
Valley

• Woodstock Automotive (Kerry Hall) 

1982 Dovedale Road, Woodstock Junction.


• Ngatimoti Community Rooms/Fire Station 
Motueka Valley Highway next to Ngatimoti 
School


• Pokororo Hall 
West Bank Road at corner of Graham Valley 
Road


Motueka Valley Defibrillator Group is a registered chari-
ty (CC50792). Donations towards the maintenance of 
the AEDs can be made to: Motueka Valley Defibrillator 
Group, NBS acc # 03-1354-0474291-00 or contact 
Gloria Anderson, chairperson, on 526 8644 for more 
information.

AED

Automated 
External 

Defibrillator
For rental visit www.alsco.co.nz

all advertisements 
8.5cm wide          $2 per cm high 

Max. 12cm high

																	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BearLion Foods is your unique food option in Upper Moutere. 

 
Mixing local, organic & seasonal. 

Creating flavours & food for everyone. 
 

We adore boutique catering, weddings, & parties & we love 
helping you to make these days memorable. 

 
Also available for private in-house chef hire, a boutique 

service creating food magic in your own home, 
for events or weekly family meals. 

 
Check out our website for more details on all things BearLion, 

including chef hire, products, cakes, hampers and more! 
 

Food For Thought 
 

alesha@bearlionfoods.co.nz	
www.bearlionfoods.co.nz	

(03)	543	2055	
	



FOR SALE 
Pea Straw - Medium Square Bales (3x3x6)  

12 Bale equiv: $140 ea 
These bales are spray free 


Linseed Straw - Medium Square Bales (3x3x6)  
12 Bale equiv: $140 ea 
These bales are organic


Call Marian on 03 543 3613 or txt 021 2400 416 
or email marianchick@gmail.com 

Skip Hire
General or Green Waste

Rubbish Skips Available for:
•Residential
•Industrial
•Builder’s waste
•Garden waste
•General clean-ups

2 – 8 cubic metre skips available
Phone 03 528 0000

admin@bingoskiphire.co.nz
www.bingoskiphire.co.nz 

Lavish Gardens 
Winter Cleanup and Pruning, Maintenance, 

makeovers, green waste removal.

Grant - 03 526 8035 


grant@lavishgardens.co.nz

� Loving your own business – Dreading your weekly paperwork

� Starting a new business – Struggling with admin & systems

� Being your own boss – Fed up with how you spend your time

� Business is great – Cash  is poor & accounts are behind

www.soundchoice.nz  |  021 124 2050  |  carla.jehle@soundchoice.nz

‘Energy  where focus goes.’
Turn your business into what it is meant to be, for

your customers, your community and yourself.

We’ve got your back.  Let us do the behind 
the scenes work or train you to  
manage your  GST, payroll and admin.Far beyond the numbers

Motueka Valley Open Mic
Come and check out our awesome valley’s local 
musicians, storytellers, comedians and diverse 

folk for a night of whatever goes on the mic. 
All are welcome to par<cipate 

or just come and enjoy. 
The 2nd Thursday of every month, 7.30pm 

Proudly supported by Nga<mo< Hall 
CommiBee and the MVA. 

Koha Appreciated

mailto:admin@bingoskiphire.co.nz
http://www.bingoskiphire.co.nz
mailto:marianchick@gmail.com
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MUSICAL MOMENTS 
Music classes for parents and baby 

to bond through music 
Build confidence and competence in being your  most musical 
self  to engage your baby in musical moments throughout each 
day. Foster a joyous interactive musical relationship; sing for the 
love of singing, and for the many developmental benefits that 
shared musical engagement has for your child

Register at http://forms.gle/nJF9eaygoKhGpnwo8

MUSIC THROUGH MOVEMENT 
Group music classes for 5-6 year olds 

Movement-centred music classes engaging the body, voice, ear, 
senses, emotions, imagination, and intellect. Explore the wonder-
ful world of music through musical games in a small group set-
ting.  
Engage in an ‘active approach’ to music learning which introduces 
the elements of music through movement, singing and improvis-
ing. Understand the joys of music-making through lived-experi-

Enquires to Music Educator/Facilitator, Marie Willis on 
mariembagley@gmail.com 021 0654 572

Register interest for weekly classes. Ngatimoti or Central Motueka.



Early Childhood Education Centre

12 Queen Victoria Street Motueka, 528 8700. 
www.naturekids.co.nz    naturekidsmotueka@gmail.com

Free hours for 2 to 5 year olds
24 hrs for 3-5 years

2 mornings for 2 year olds
Conditions apply

Billy’s Truck & Digger hire 
• for all earth moving

• house sites

• hole boring 300/450/600mm

• ditch clearing

• re-graveling driveways

• water tank placement 

• gravel supplies


For 25 years experience phone Billy, 021 170 2528.

55 Collingwood Street, Nelson

This newsletter has 
been kindly printed by

 

IAN'S MOBILE MECHANICAL SERVICES 

All vehicle & equipment servicing & repairs 

We come to you !    35 years’ experience 

Chainsaws & Mowers; Motorbikes &  Cars;  
Quads & Tractors; Trucks & Excavators; Generators 

Mobile:  027 307 0303 
 iansmobilemechanicalservices@gmail.com 

 Motueka Valley Association
Meetings every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 8pm (7.30pm in 
winter) in the Ngatimoti Community Rooms. 
                                       Everyone always welcome!


For community concerns email the MVA at info@mva.org.nz or 
contact any of the following committee members:


Peter Laufkotter	 	 526 8554           
Fiona Nelson	 	 020 4160 1968    
Joel Briffault	 	 021 0284 7245     
Fay Knight	 	 022 320 0449


about your newsletter 

Kamal Willis has taken over the role of newsletter editor from Suji. 
For your stories, photos, advertisements by the 20th of the 
month and/or feedback you can contact him on 
newsletter@mva.org.nz

-  Delivered to 500 homes in the Motueka Valley from Feb to Dec                                                

-  Advertising rate: $2.00 per column cm

-  Online newsletter + archives: www.mva.org.nz

                 www.mva.org.nz

local halls/facilities

Ngatimoti Memorial Hall • Bex Douglas 	 	
021 173 1279 • ngatimoti.hall@gmail.com


Ngatimoti Community Rooms • Sarah Brashaw 
526 8026


Pokororo Hall • Sylvia Arnold • 526 8282


Woodstock Hall • Kerry Hall • 543 3884

mailto:info@mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz

