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Our	River	and	Us	
Celebra'ng	our	beau'ful	Motueka	River	catchment,	Motueka	District	Museum	latest	
exhibi'on	is	Our	River	and	Us.	The	exhibi'on	looks	at	how	we	relate	to	the	river	with	
a	pictorial	history	of	the	river	displayed	on	the	walls.	A	detailed	map	shows	the	
length	of	the	river	from	its	headwaters	in	the	Richmond	Ranges	at	Porter	Ridge	to	its	
mouth	at	the	Motueka	delta	flowing	into	Tasman	Bay.	People	can	follow	the	river	
along	a	floor	installa'on	which	showcases	the	recrea'onal	aspects	of	the	river.	There	
is	even	a	pond	with	trout	and	fishing	rods.	Children	can	get	a	fishing	licence	when	
they	arrive	at	the	museum	and	then	have	a	go	at	fishing	for	trout,	using	the	catch	and	
release	method.	

Motueka	Catchment	Collec've	have	a	display	also	highligh'ng	the	regenera've	work	
that	is	being	done	in	the	catchment.	The	issues	which	concern	the	catchment	com-
munity	such	as	forestry,	flooding,	gravel	extrac'on	and	pest	control,	as	iden'fied	by	
the	Collec've,	make	up	their	display.	

“This	exhibi'on	is	aimed	to	gather	local	interest,”	says	Jen	Calder	the	museum’s	cura-
tor,	“And	we	want	to	gather	more	stories	from	locals	about	the	river.	AKer	all	the	
work	the	council	has	done	over	the	years	with	stopbanks,	the	river	s'll	floods,	and	
the	debris	s'll	washes	out	to	Tasman	Bay.”	

Our	River	and	Us	will	be	open	un'l	end	of	July	at	Motueka	District	Museum,	High	
Street,	Tuesday	to	Friday	10am	–	3pm	and	Sunday	10am	–	2pm.	



MOTUEKA VALLEY OLD MANS BEARD WEED BUSTING GROUP

About five years ago a group of locals from the 
middle Motueka River Valley got into a conversa-
tion about the increasing infestation of pest plants 
along the banks of the Motueka River, especially, 
but also up its tributaries and into peoples’ proper-
ties.  There seemed to have been a steady increase 
in the amount of Old Man’s Beard smothering trees 
and native bush remnants, as well as real increase 
in the amount of convolvulus flowering happening 
on the river banks.  They had heard about the great 
work that Project DeVine was doing in Golden Bay 
and thought about setting up a local group to do 
the same job.  As luck would have it, Project 
DeVine set up a public meeting in Ngatimoti to as-
sess the public interest, although they were not in-
terested in being directly involved themselves as 
Golden Bay was keeping them sufficiently occu-
pied.  But representatives from both the Tasman 
District Council and the Queen Elizabeth II Trust 
were present and supportive of a local Motueka 
Valley weed busting group being established.  

            

From that meeting a number of volunteers agreed 
to form our own local weed busting group, and a 
number of potential clients wanting help with Old 
Man’s Beard (OMB) removal also made themselves 
known.  Thus, it was a relatively simple matter to 
organise a group of volunteers to visit sites and as-
sist local valley inhabitants deal with their OMB.  It 
soon became clear that a key area to start with was 
the bush remnants protected as Covenants under 
the Queen Elizabeth II Trust and the group has con-
tinued with this priority to the present day.  Howev-
er, other sites of remnant bush, especially those 
whose owners are interested in having their reserve 
becoming a Queen Elizabeth II Covenant, are also 
considered.  Additionally, the Tasman District 
Council has begun clearing sections of the local 
river banks and carrying out intensive planting of 
them in natives.  Long term, it is hoped these two 
activities will help reduce the amount of OMB and 
other pest plants.  


The weed busting group has now been operating 
for about five years.  “It has been gratifying to 
see the improvements resulting from our 
work, and our clients are also highly ex-
pressive in their thanks.  It is really good to 
see the huge amount of regrowth of native 
plants in these bush reserves once the 
pest plants have been removed. This is 
now up to head-hight and flourishing; ex-
actly what is needed to encourage native 
wildlife to return and expand their pres-
ence knowing that food resources and 
shelter are now more readily available.  
Says group member Bruce Stare

            

As with many activities over the past few years, 
the number of volunteer members we have avail-
able to do this important work has decreased as a 
result of lock downs and Covid, along with the 
insecurity that that has created across the nation.  
We are very happy to welcome new members for 
next year’s programme which will consist of visits 
to ten covenants, all sited within the Motueka Val-
ley Catchment.  Our working bees take place on 
the last Saturday morning of the month, from Feb-
ruary to November.  All gear and any training nec-
essary are provided.  


Those interested should make contact with Bruce 
Stare on: bruce.stare@xtra.co.nz or 03 526 8577

 

Working bees will be held monthly, at a property in 
Lloyd Valley Rd, Orinoco at 9:30am. Please ring 
Bruce for more details


mailto:bruce.stare@xtra.co.nz


Motueka	Catchment	Collec7ve	Update		
We hope that you have all enjoyed a welcome break as we start back in this new year.

The applications for our catchment coordinator/s have closed and are being short-listed for interviews 
with the expectation we will be able to appoint shortly. We’re very pleased to see the strong field of 
candidates applying.  Given the onus to date on volunteers in the Collective, we are keen to focus on 
the recruitment of the coordinator as a priority so that that person/persons can take up much more of 
the organisational work and move us all forward. 


We are also pleased at the positive response from mana whenua iwi to be part of the Steering Group.  
The deadline for applications from the community to be members of the Steering Group has been ex-
tended past Waitangi Day to 10th February.  With the funding for the Collective coming from the pri-
mary sector, it is important that we have strong representation from the same sector with a good 
spread throughout the catchment.  


Please consider, and encourage, stepping forward to be part 

of the team that helps to guide the overall direction of the Collective.  

The link to apply or learn more is 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/TVGJPQF


MCC has a display in Motueka Museum’s 

upcoming Our River exhibition. 


‘Our	Regenera7ve	Future’	One	Farmer’s	transi7on	from	tradi7onal	sheep	and	ca>le	
farming	to	a	more	economic	and	biologically	resilient	farm	

• March	9,	2023	from	6:00	-	8:00pm	
• Moutere	Hills	Community	Centre	

Greg	grew	up	on	a	family	farm	near	Methven,	Mid-Canterbury.	AKer	gaining	a	Bachelor	of	Agriculture	from	
Massey	University	and	working	in	the	agriculture	industry,	he	and	his	wife	Rachel	worked	in	partnership	with	
Greg’s	parents	to	develop	Mangarara	Sta'on	in	Hawke’s	Bay.	AKer	the	birth	of	their	first	child	in	2000,	Greg	and	
Rachel	began	thinking	about	their	legacy	and	the	world	they	would	be	leaving	for	future	genera'ons.	

He	is	transi'oning	the	600	hectare	tradi'onal	sheep	and	caZle	sta'on	to	a	farm	of	the	future	that	creates	bal-
ance	by	developing	diverse,	integrated,	regenera've	farming	systems,	stacking	layers	of	different	produc'on	
streams	and	restoring	ecosystems	through	tree	plan'ng,	sequestering	carbon	from	the	atmosphere	and	building	
healthy	soil	using	holis'c	grazing	techniques.	He	is	developing	an	economically	and	biologically	resilient	farm	
system.	The	ethos	for	the	farm	is	“Op'mising	Life.”	
Organised	by	NZ	Landcare	Trust.	

Register	here:	www.surveymonkey.com/r/XDGS267	



Sign up to receive this newsletter via email! 
	 	 www.mva.org.nz

Do you have local news or a valid  
community issue to raise?

newsletter@mva.org.nz

PANUI_COMMUNITY UPDATES

Connect:
Motueka Valley Community
Motueka Valley Residents 

New MVA Constitution 

Our existing constitution is more than 30 years old 
and no longer reflects the workings of the Associ-
ation, or the requirements of banks. The proposed 
new Constitution is available on request 
from info@mva.org.nz and will be approved at a 
Special General Meeting on Thursday 9th March at 
7.30pm. 

Everybody who lives in the Valley between Shag-
gery Creek/Woodmans Corner and Baton Valley/
Macleans Reserve is welcome as a Member of 
the Association so please have a look and give us 
your feedback before or at the meeting on the 9th”

A copy of the outdated constitution is available 
upon request as well. 


Send us your pics: 

The MVA needs images of this beautiful area for 
our upgraded website. Please help us present the 
valley in all its majesty by sending us your pic-
tures to newsletter@mva.org.nz 


Shape the Future of the Waimea Inlet 
Comments for the Waimea Inlet Management 
Strategy 2050 and Action Plan 2023 to 2026

should be made at https://www.tasman.govt.nz/
my-council/public-consultation/submissions/ by 
14 March 2023


Advertising 
As you will know from reading the November is-
sue, the newsletter is struggling to remain in its 
printed form, thus as of February 2023 advertising 
rates will raise to $3 per column height, as we 
trust that the community will continue to support 
us in this way.


Motueka Valley Association
Meetings every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Ngatimoti Community Rooms. 
                                       Everyone always welcome!


For community concerns email the MVA at info@mva.org.nz or 
contact any of the following committee members:


Fiona Nelson	 	 020 4160 1968    
Joel Briffault	 	 021 0284 7245     
Faye Knight	 	 022 320 0449	
Daniel Bulman 	 	 	 	
Andrea Blackburn	 	 	 	
Trevor Knowles


about your newsletter 

Submit your stories, photos, feedback, print-ready advertise-
ments by the 15th of the month. Contact the editor Kamal Willis 
on newsletter@mva.org.nz

-  Delivered to 500 homes in the Motueka Valley from Feb to 

Dec                                                

-  Advertising rate: $3.00 per column cm as of Feb 2023

-  Online newsletter + archives: www.mva.org.nz

                 www.mva.org.nz

local halls/facilities

Ngatimoti Memorial Hall • Bex Douglas 	 	
021 173 1279 • ngatimoti.hall@gmail.com


Ngatimoti Community Rooms • Sarah Brad-
shaw 526 8026


Pokororo Hall • Sylvia Arnold • 526 8282


Location of AEDs in Motueka 
Valley

• Woodstock Automotive (Kerry Hall) 

1982 Dovedale Road, Woodstock Junction.


• Ngatimoti Community Rooms/Fire Station 
Motueka Valley Highway next to Ngatimoti 
School


• Pokororo Hall 
West Bank Road at corner of Graham Valley 
Road


Motueka Valley Defibrillator Group is a registered chari-
ty (CC50792). Donations towards the maintenance of 
the AEDs can be made to: Motueka Valley Defibrillator 
Group, NBS acc # 03-1354-0474291-00 or contact 
Gloria Anderson, chairperson, on 526 8644 for more 
information.

AED

Automated 
External 

Defibrillator
For rental visit www.alsco.co.nz

         The difference that makes the difference… 

     Camille Nelson  
               Advanced Senior Practitioner and Course Facilitator  

     www.motuekacontactcare.co.nz 
Ph: (03) 526 8223 

021 265 9423 

Motueka Valley Bike Trail  
Cycle Trail Update from Ross Maley, Trail Man-
ager: No digging since I last reported. Waiting 
on a CIA, Cultural Impact Assessment, to set 
the rules for digging down the Motueka Valley. 
Not very complicated but unfortunately we’re in 
a queue. May at best. I’ve closed the section of 
trail behind the hops as bridges aren’t in place. 
But feel free to walk. Alas the track is rapidly 
getting overgrown with weeds. I’ll get onto 
some maintenance next week. In the meantime 
could the MVA discuss where they’d prefer 
the trail to follow below Alexandra Bluff 
bridge? Westbank to Brooklyn. Or East to 
Motueka?” 

We are grateful to Ross for this update and 
consultation so please give us your feedback, 
before or at our next meeting on March 9th, on 
whether the stage from Bluff Bridge should go 
a) on “West Bank” side to Brooklyn or b) on 
“Highway” side to Motueka (via riverside/stop-
banks where possible).”

The MVA meets Second Thursday of month

 The next meeting is  

Thursday  9 MARCH at 7.30pm 
we will approve the new constitution and give 
feedback on plans for the next stage of the 

cycle path

Forestry News 
Barriers and opportunities for planting native 
trees on farms – Manaaki Whenua online webinar

 Thursday, 9th March  11-11.30am, register 
link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/
3545976006538985055


Simple wetland building that doesn’t need a 
consent – Open Day Sessions- Friday 10th 
3-5pm or Saturday 11th March 9-11am, Brook-
fields Farm, Stanley Brook

Native Seed field collection and seed swap 
workshop – through Tapawera propagation 
group. Timing TBA but potentially Saturday 
18th March, Tadmor valley farm


One Forty One Field Day 

Effectiveness of forestry environmental practices 

Tuesday April 4th, Donald Creek


Farm Forestry Association Field Day  
re-establishment experience post Pigeon Valley 
fire damage. Saturday March 11th, Meet 9.30am 
corner of Teapot Valley Road & Waimea West Rd, 
Brightwater


https://www.facebook.com/groups/164367934658080/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3545976006538985055
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3545976006538985055
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3545976006538985055
http://www.mva.org.nz
mailto:info@mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz
http://www.mva.org.nz
mailto:ngatimoti.hall@gmail.com
https://www.tasman.govt.nz/my-council/public-consultation/submissions/
https://www.tasman.govt.nz/my-council/public-consultation/submissions/
https://www.tasman.govt.nz/my-council/public-consultation/submissions/
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Thank you for your printing our newsletter



																	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BearLion Foods is your unique food option in Upper Moutere. 

 
Mixing local, organic & seasonal. 

Creating flavours & food for everyone. 
 

We adore boutique catering, weddings, & parties & we love 
helping you to make these days memorable. 

 
Also available for private in-house chef hire, a boutique 

service creating food magic in your own home, 
for events or weekly family meals. 

 
Check out our website for more details on all things BearLion, 

including chef hire, products, cakes, hampers and more! 
 

Food For Thought 
 

alesha@bearlionfoods.co.nz	
www.bearlionfoods.co.nz	

(03)	543	2055	
	

 

Hear magic from your vinyl 
Made in Motueka and sold 
around the world. 

Musical 
       magic 

all advertisements from Feb 2023 

8.5cm wide          $3 per cm high 
Max. 12cm high



� Loving your own business – Dreading your weekly paperwork

� Starting a new business – Struggling with admin & systems

� Being your own boss – Fed up with how you spend your time

� Business is great – Cash  is poor & accounts are behind

www.soundchoice.nz  |  021 124 2050  |  carla.jehle@soundchoice.nz

‘Energy  where focus goes.’
Turn your business into what it is meant to be, for

your customers, your community and yourself.

We’ve got your back.  Let us do the behind 
the scenes work or train you to  
manage your  GST, payroll and admin.Far beyond the numbers

Support a local business,  
it helps your neighbour
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IAN'S MOBILE MECHANICAL SERVICES 

All vehicle & equipment servicing & repairs 

We come to you !    35 years’ experience 

Chainsaws & Mowers; Motorbikes &  Cars;  
Quads & Tractors; Trucks & Excavators; Generators 

Mobile:  027 307 0303 
 iansmobilemechanicalservices@gmail.com 

FOR SALE 

ORGANIC PEA STRAW 

Medium Square Bales - 12 Bale Equiv: $150 ea 


Call Marian on 03 543 3613 or txt 021 2400 416 
Pickup in Dovedale 

Aotearoa's First Natural  
Funeral Company 

A sustainable, holistic, and 
celebratory approach to life, 

death, and funerals.


Because dying shouldn't cost the Earth


www.livinglegacies.nz 

03 528 5220



Lavish Gardens 
Making your garden look great, fast!


weed eating, lawns, hedges, trimming,

maintenance, green waste removal


Grant |03| 526 8035

grant@lavishgardens.co.nz

Billy’s Truck & Digger hire 
• for all earth moving

• house sites

• hole boring 300/450/600mm

• ditch clearing

• re-graveling driveways

• water tank placement 

• gravel supplies


For 25 years experience phone Billy, 021 170 2528.

Early Childhood Education Centre

12 Queen Victoria Street Motueka, 528 8700. 
www.naturekids.co.nz    naturekidsmotueka@gmail.com

Free hours for 2 to 5 year olds
24 hrs for 3-5 years

2 mornings for 2 year olds
Conditions apply


