
July 2024
Welcome to Winter and our latest newsletter. Make sure to mark your calendar for our annual pot luck event on 
Friday 19 July. It was a great night last year. Also on 21 July it's the opening of the latest stage of the cycle trail. 
We appreciated Civil Defence attending our June meeting and will be sharing more in future newsletters.

Hōngongoi 2024

Changing guard at Ngātīmoti Fire Service
Fiona Nelson
On 1st May in Ngatimoti Community Room, there was a handing-over of the Chief Fire Officer position from 
Graham Durrant to Luka Droppers. This was attended by Grant Hayward, FENZ District Manager and other fellow 
fire fighters, and acknowledgement was made of Graham’s dedicated service as Chief Fire Officer/ Controller of 
Ngatimoti Fire Service over the last two decades.
The Ngatimoti Voluntary Rural Fire Force (VRFF) was the first rural fire station to be formed in the district and 
Graham has been volunteering with the service since it began in 1985. He has seen many changes in that time, 
particularly with the merging of rural and urban fire services around the country into one under Fire and Emergency 
New Zealand (FENZ).
“I’m trying to simplify my life a bit and not have to deal with all the paperwork that’s required now,” he says, “ And 
let tech-savvy youth take over with fresh ideas.” 

Handing over Chief Fire Officer epaulets at Ngatimoti Community Room. 
L-R Graham Durrant, Luka Droppers, Grant Hayward

One of the most memorable call-outs he has 
been involved with was the saving of a baby 
in the Graham Valley.
“It was about 8 or 9 years ago, and we were 
called in the middle of the night to assist 
St.Johns,” he says, “One of the members of 
our team performed CPR resuscitating the 
baby, and St.Johns took over when they 
arrived. In the dark, our team then had to 
set-up a landing pad for the chopper and 
guide it in.”
Graham considers an outstanding achieve-
ment as Chief Fire Officer was during Covid 
with the government rulings. “I had to hold 
the team together in one piece and make 
sure we had a team to turn-out when 
needed.”  Now wearing the helmet of Team 
leader, Graham will continue assisting the 
community and being an active member of 
the Ngātīmoti’s  volunteer fire service.

Please join us for the Annual Community Pot Luck get together!
From 6pm on Friday 19th July at the Ngatimoti Memorial Hall.

Bring a plate to share and whatever you like to drink.
Look forward to seeing you there!

Ngatimoti School News        03 526 8842        office@ngatimoti.school.nz 

 
SCHOOL TERM DATES 2024  
Term 3: Monday 22 July – Friday 27 Sept    
Term 4: Monday 14 October - Wednesday 18 Dec         
 Ngatimoti Festival Day is Sunday 27 October 2024. 

Term two’s learning 
theme was centred 
around FIRE, linking to 
the Māori purākau 
including Maui and the 
Secret of Fire, and 
rounding off the term 
with a celebration of 
matariki, a midwinter 
swim in the pool, and 
the grand opening of 
our brand-new 
swimming pool changing 
sheds and toilets! 

There was learning about fire safety with a visit from the Firewise team, and learning about 
other properties of fire and we cooked damper and marshmallows and enjoyed challenges 
in our house groups.  In other learning, we visited properties around the community to learn 
about fungi, native plants and conservation work, and 3 classes got to visit our adopted 
section of Bark Bay along with our ATYA leaders.  Thanks to Ed Stevens for the use of his 
paddocks once again for our cross-country race.  Thanks also to Mark Austin for letting us 
tramp through his beautiful arboretum, and to the Langridge family for a guided tour of 
their amazing property too!  

There were arts rotations, dance and music lessons, performances from El Gregoe the 
Magician and Bob Bickerton with his traditional Māori instruments.  In Environmental studies, 
we made bird feeders, painted treasure stones, nature mandalas, planted winter vegetables 
and made soup! Music teacher, Glenn Bathgate, is pictured above teaching some junior 
students how to play the ukelele.   

In Term Three we look forward to learning about the SUN and the purākau of Maui and the 
Sun.  We will link this to some mathematical and science learning about solar energy, 
electronics and circuits, time and measurement.  The students will give their parents 
‘learning tours’ to showcase their work.  We will focus on building positive relationships and 
wellbeing, there will be more enviro learning and speeches aswell as winter sports, tennis 
and Māori games, gymnastics, pet day… and, of course, we will be planning a Festival this 
term in time for Sunday 27 October!   

New enrolments are always welcome at Ngatimoti School. 

Contact Principal Ali Turner on 03 526 8842 or principal@ngatimoti.school.nz and/or come 
along to playgroup at Rathgar House on Friday mornings if you have preschoolers. 

 

 
 

  
 

Swimming Pool Keys.  If you 
purchased a school pool key, 

please return it to the school office. 
Thankyou 



The completion of trail between Pokororo Swing Bridge and Peninsula Bridge 
provides a safe off-road section of trail beside the Motueka River which would not 
have been possible without support from Iwi, landowners, Council, the local com-
munity and many others who have provided contract and construction services.
We want to acknowledge your role in getting this latest section finished, with an 
official opening on Sunday 21st July. Partners, supporters and children are 
welcome.

Food and refreshments will be available at Rathgar House adjacent to the school following the official open-
ing. For catering purposes, please RSVP by Tuesday 16th July to Gill Rowe at admin@heartofbiking.org.nz
There is plenty of parking for bikes and cars at Ngatimoti School, inside the main entrance off Motueka Valley 
Highway, Ngatimoti. Then follow the signs to the Pokororo Swing Bridge for the official opening.

YOUR INVITATION - WE ARE OPENING ANOTHER SECTION OF THE GREAT TASTE TRAIL 
10.30am, Sunday 21st July 2024 @ Ngatimoti School

A new section of the Great Taste Trail is finished!

Pokororo Hall AGM will be held on Wednesday, July 10th at 7.00pm.
All welcome, please come and support your hall.

Owned by the Community, not TDC. We need more people.
Enquiries to Barry Eastwood - 021 2429 377 or Alan Bensemann - 526 8848

Use it or lose it.  Why not enjoy it?! 
Tapawera community have started their trial of offering 
a weekly passenger service from Tapawera to Rich-
mond on Tuesdays and Motueka on Wednesdays.The 
trial started in April and has carried people who would 
otherwise find it difficult to come out to Tapawera or go 
into town with a vehicle of their own: “We don’t have 
any public transport service that does that,” says Jo 
Leyland, Trustee (Tapawera) Nelson Tasman Commu-
nity Transport Trust, “ We’ve a good, willing band of 
volunteer drivers who are on a roster. Because it is a 
service that is being provided through the Nelson 
Tasman Community Transport Trust with funding from 
TDC, we must use the same booking/payment system 
and people have to ring the Motueka I-site on 03 528 
6543 to book their $6 or $12 return. Then the rostered 
drivers know how many people they are picking up 
when they drive the next day.” 
While there has been more publicity recently about the 
service, they have been a bit disappointed so far by 
the uptake.  “Lots of people think it’s a good idea but 
aren’t looking at using the service at the moment.  A 
$12 return is actually a fairly cheap shopping trip cost 
to town,” says Jo, “ Add in, that for Richmond you can 
get a discounted swim at the Aquatic Centre (and 
warm sauna too at this time of year) plus there’s quite 
a few good offers in Richmond on a Tuesday – free 
lunch at the Richmond church, good value pensioner’s lunch at the Armadillo etc.  We’re also keen to explore 
passengers being able to use cool shopping trolleys so they’re not having to cart things round on their backs or 
in their hands. Passengers could use them and then transfer their purchases to their own bags on return to 
Tapawera.”
At the moment the service also stops in Wakefield and at Woodstock for the Baton community so people can 
hop on there. There is the potential for Ngatimoti residents to use the bus into Motueka on a Wednesday. Jo 
says: “ We’re also keen to explore other ways we can support our more isolated community members to reach 
services and have better connections using the resources that we already have. Please try and support this 
initiative so that in the longer term, we have affordable travel for our community, helping those who can’t afford 
running a car or are not in a position to drive to town.”



Ngatimoti Community Rooms - AED
Next to Fire Station

Sarah Bradshaw 526 0826 

Pokororo Hall – AED
Corner of West Bank Road and Graham Valley

Sylvia Arnold 526 8282

AED located at Four Foot Lodge 1216 Motueka River Westbank Road

Ngatimoti Memorial Hall – no AED
Corner of Valley Highway and Waiwhero Rd

Bex Douglas 021 173 1279 / ngatimoti.hall@gmail.com

Woodstock Hall - AED
982 Dovedale Road Woodstock Junction

Kerry Hall 543 3884

LOCAL COMMUNITY HALLS AND AEDs
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MVA MEETINGS ARE AT 7PM ON THE 2nd THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH
COME ALONG - JULY 11th, AUGUST 8th, SEPTEMBER 12th

Miracle Spray
Very cheap all-round super cleaner for the 
kitchen, bathroom, on floors, tiled surfaces. 
Excellent on glass showers!

Ingredients 
1.5 litre water (1 cup boiled)
300ml vinegar  
60ml dishwashing liquid  
25ml eucalyptus oil
3 dessertspoons washing soda crystals

Mix washing soda with about 1 cup boiling 
water to dissolve, add remaining  ingredi-
ents, pour into a 2 litre bottle then decant 
into spray bottles.

Do you have a recipe to share?
Email us at newsletter@mva.org.nz 

Fiona Nelson
For over a hundred years, an ANZAC day commemo-
ration has been held at St. James Church, Orinoco, 
except for the year we were in lockdown; and they 
have always been well-attended. This year’s com-
memoration was no exception.
The success of this day, with the grounds immaculate-
ly groomed, is partly due to the Friends of St. James 
group. As well as cleaning and preparing the church 
and surrounds, the friends group help prepare and 
serve morning tea with home-baked goodies after the 
service. 
St. James Church will be 140 years old this year, 
having been consecrated on 28th October 1884. It was 
built by Motueka carpenter James Robinson and 
others using Totara and Rimu, and Kauri for the pews.
Friends of St. James group formed following a public 
meeting in March 1988 to discuss the potential closure 
of the church, as numbers of people attending had 
dwindled and services ceased. Over thirty local 
residents attended the meeting and were all against 
closing the church.
The committee formed with the mandate ‘to protect 
and maintain the physical property and to restore the 
church to use again with clergy from different main 
stream churches leading the services.’
Since then, the Friends group working bees have 
continued but as long-time member of the church, Jo 
Holland says, “We’re all getting older, and people to 
help maintain the church and grounds are dwindling 
again.”
There is the ever-present threat that the church will 
close without support from the community, and Jo is 
putting out a request for additional hands for the three, 
hour working bees. These are held for Easter and 
ANZAC Day, in October for the commemoration, and 
in December for the Christmas Service. The work 
includes cuttinglawns, trimming edges, garden tidying, 
cleaning the church and the Sunday School. “It would 
be  greatly appreciated to have additional hands. St. 
James is such a special historical asset of the valley,” 
Jo says. 
Multi-denominational Church services are held on the 
third Sunday of each month, with Sunday School for 
children, and morning tea after. To help Friends of St. 
James call Jo on 0211493639.

Lend a hand to help St. James Church, Orinoco

Your Community Needs You! 
We are looking for a reliable person with their own vehicle to deliver future MVA newsletters for us. 

It will only require around 4 hours commitment every two months and we can offer $80 towards time & costs.
Since we've been back up & running the Committee have been taking turns delivering the newsletter to get it 

to as many households in our area as possible but we'd really appreciate some help.
If you're keen please email info@mva.org.nz & we'll be in touch.

Friends of St. James Sandra Moore, Jo Holland, Rupert Clarke helping out at 
the closure of this years ANZAC day memorial. Photo credit Guardian Motueka  
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Katerina Seligman m. AANZPA
40 Years Experience

Mobile: 021 159 0263
Email: katselig@xtra.co.nz
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Your colour advertisement
 could be here!

Reaching 500 Valley residents
4 cm costs just $12

newsletter@mva.org.nz
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Meetings are in the Ngatimoti Community Rooms 
at 7pm on the 2nd Thursday of the month and all 

Valley residents are very welcome!
The Association is managed by an elected 

Committee which can be contacted on 
info@mva.org.nz.

Current members are:
Andrea Blackburn
Pat Shortley
Daniel Bulman
Fiona Nelson

Maria Ware
Joel Briffault
Trevor Knowles

We publish a newsletter (bi-monthly) and 
encourage residents to submit any stories, 

photos, recipes, feedback, and advertisements
(at $3 per column cm) to 
newsletter@mva.org.nz

MOTUEKA VALLEY
ASSOCIATION

mva.org.nz
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FOR SALE

 
SPRAY FREE Pea Straw

Medium Square Bales - 12 Bale Equiv: $150 ea
 

ORGANIC Linseed Straw
Medium Square Bales - 12 Bale Equiv: $150 ea

 
Call OR Txt Marian on 021 2400 416

Pickup in Dovedale

Bill’s Truck & Digger Services


